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' POLITICKS on both Sides; 


With REGARD to 


Foreign Affairs, Sc. 


H E whole Face of Affairs in 
Europe is, within the Space of 
the laſt Year, ſo much altered, 
that it is almoſt impoſſible for 
the moſt unconcern'd Spectator 
to prevent his Thoughts trom 
CRESTS) running out into Queſtions and 
Suppoſitions about it. Curioſity itſelf, the low- 
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eſt Principle of all our Enquiries, will force its 
Way into ſuch a Scene; and will expect, or in- 


vent, ſome Account of ſo ſurprizing a Change 
from a Carm, hardly parallel'd by any rasr Pro- 


SPECT, to a ſudden Gathering of CLovups ; which, 


if not ſoon diſſipated, muſt burſt and diſcharge 
Themſelves ſomewhere or other. 8 

« But when Se /lntereſt 1s join'd to this zatural 
Curiofity, and it becomes a perſonal and national 
Concern to know the main Cauſes and Springs of 


- ſuch 
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e — 2 


06 


1 5 
Bvents as all ate intereſted in, tliere ſeems 
ben tobe a Ricrr, ſtrictly fo called, to demand 
ce and receive all the Satisfaction the Nature of 
ce ſich Affairs can permit to be given. In a free Na- 
e zjon Efpeci 92 where no Reſolutions can be effectu- 
nout 


cc. 


ce af 


«© munity, every Man, na can think at all, will 


ce think it an ixjurious Treatment, if, at a proper 


« Tjme and in a proper Manner, ſome Light be not 


e Held. forth io them, and ſome ſatisfactory Solution 
<<" giver; of ſuch Appearances, as muſt otherwiſe vety 


£ much perplex and diſturb Him. 


I chooſe to begin this Diſcourſe in the very ſame 
Words with the Author of the“ ExqQuiry, about 


ſeven Years. ago; not only becauſe the preſent State 


of Affairs in Europe ſeems to be as like rhe State of 


Afﬀairs at that Time, as two Conjunctures can poſ- 
ſibly reſemble each other; but likewiſe for a Juſtifi- 
cation of the preſent Euguiry, to which I think my- 
ſelf equally intitled, though perhaps not ſo well in- 
ſtructed as that Writer; and © | every Briton, who, 


e either by his Treaſure or his Blood, by his Vote 


de or his Intereſt, by his Perſon or his Repreſenta- 
te tive, hath, in Time paſt, born any Part in procur- 
© ing the common Peace, and eltabliſhing the ſeveral 
© Intereſts of Europe; every ſuch Member of the 
te Rritiſb Nation, who, by this Time flattered Him- 
s felt with Hopes of enjoying the Reſult of all his 
* Toit, and Taxes, and Blood, in an univerſal Peace, 


and an extended undiſturb'd Commerce, hath a 


de Right to ak Hr comes this Face of Things 
« to be again overclouded f==mmw Al] Europe once more 


Ie 
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— Ep 1s not improbable that Thoſe, *in whoſe Time ” 


no human Wiſdom could poſſibly foreſee; J mean, 


_ preſent Enquiry, 


' eumetits upon every material Topick of Debate, 


As TI chooſe this Method for the Reader's Eaſe mote 
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of Power ſuch a Criſis of political Aﬀairs appears in the 
World, may aſcribe it intirely to an Event which 


the Death of the late King of Poland; but whether 
it is really owing to that Incident, or to ſome other 
Cauſes more remote, ſhall be the Buſineſs of our 


When I firſt took the Reſolution of writing upon 
this Subject, I propoſed, for the Sake of Impartia- 
lity, not only to ſtate the Politicks on both Sides from 
their. own Pritings, but to place their reſpective Ar- 


for ſeveral Years paſt, in oppoſite Columns, and in 
their own Words; with no farther Remarks upon 
them than what ſhould be juſt neceſſary to connect 
them together, and make them generally under- 
ſtood. This, no Doubt, would have been the moſt 
effectual Way to obviate the common Complaints 
againſt political Writers, and to purge myſelf from 
the Imputation ot deſigning to miſrepreſent the Ar- 
uments on either Side, or to draw falſe Concluſions 
FA them: But, upon Trial, I found the Reaſon- 
ing of ſome Writers, whom I am obliged to quote, 
ſo very diffus'd, and ſcatter'd up and down in ſeve- 
ral Parts of the ſame Book, or reiterated with fre- 
quent Variations in others, according to the diffe- 
rent Circumſtances of Affairs, that I could not pur 
my firſt Defign in Execution, without ſwelling this 
Teeatiſe to a much larger Bulk, than would be either 
proper or agreeable upon ſuch an Occaſion, - 1 was 
therefore obliged to take a ſhorter Method, by col- 
lecting their Senſe together, and reducing their Ar- 
guments, upon ſeveral Points, into Propoſitions; 
with marginal References to the Writers Themſelves. 


than 


Ir. 
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than my own, ſo. I aſſure the Publick, that wheres | 


ever I find myſelt under this Neceſſity of abridging 


the Arguments on either Side, I will do it with the 
utmoſt Exactneſs and Fidelity, as far as I under- 


ſtand them my ſelf; and tho it may be ſoon per- 


ceived to which Side I am inclined, I ſhall ſcorn to 
attempt any mean Triumph over the other, or ta 


impoſe on the World by any wilful Miſrepreſenta- 
tion; for I think it not only an unfair, but a moſt 
ridiculous Way of writing, upon any diſputable, or 
. diſputed Subject, to wreſt the Words of an Adver- 

ſary, or the Meaſures upon which' they are foun- 
ded, to any Meaning or Conſequences which do 
not naturally refult from them, Such Artifices as 
Theſe; may impoſe upon Perſons unacquainted 


with the Point in Debate, and ſerve the little Pur- 


poſes of a temporary Expedient, but will always re- 


coil at laſt upon Thoſe who make Uſe of them, and 


do moſt Hurt to that Cauſe which they are calcula- 
ted to promote. „ 3 
This being premiſed, as the Rule of my own 


Conduct in the preſent Enquiry, I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to a curſory View of the principal Tranſacti- 
ons for ſeveral Years paſt, and the Sentiments of 


both Parties upon them, as they appear in their Writ- 
ings; with ſome Obſervations: on the Courſe of 
Events, as the ſureſt Guides to us for diſcovering 
the true Cauſes of the preſent Commotions in Eu- 
rope. 55 | „ | 

It is acknowledged, on, both Sides, that all our 


late Negotiations and Expedients, to preſerve the 


publick Tranquillity, were occaſioned by the firſt 


Treaty of Vienna, and the Counter-Alliance of 


Hanover, which ſucceeded it; for his late Majeſty 
Was pleaſed ro aſſure us from the Throne, in the 
Year 1724. that we had Peace with AL Powers a- 


broad; 


8 
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| bly proved, that the Proſpe& of the Infanta's bein 


— 


broad; but we had ſcarce Time to congratulate ours 


[| ſelves on this happy Situation of Affairs, before the 


whole Scene was again embroiled, as the Enquirer 
moſt pathetically complains in the Paſſages before 
cited. The chiet Point therefore in Diſpute at that 


Time was, to what Cauſes fo ſudden, and, as it 
| wes called, ſo unaccountable, a Conjunttion was really 
/ owing. The Court-Writers, as well as their Patrons, 


imputed it, in the moſt peremptory Manner, to the 


dangerous Deſigns of the Courts of Vienna and Ma- 


drid, againſt the Liberties of Europe in general, as 


well as the moſt valuable Intereſts of Great Britain in 


particular. The Writers on the other Side ſeemed to 
look upon it only as a defenſive Treaty between two 
Nations, whoſe Intereſt it was to ally themſelves to 
each other at that particular Juncture. This Point 
was fully canvaſſed about Five Years ago, by“ a 
Gentleman who wrote under the Name of Join 


Tor, and the Author of the Enquiry; in the 


Courſe of which Debate, I think, it was indubita- 


ſent back from France, after the Duke of Orleans's 


| Death, induced the Court of Spain to begin the Ne- 


gotiation with the Emperor; and that her being ac- 
tually ſent back, with our Refulal of the ſole Medi- 


ation, determined his Catholick Majeſty to put a fi- 
| niſhing Hand to that Treaty. To this it was added, 


that our Refuſal to reſtore Gibraltar to the Spaniards, 
in Purſuance of a Promiſe, as They pretended, foun- 
ded on a Lxr TER from his late Majeſty to the King 


| of Spain, might be another Motive to ſuch a Reſo- 


the very 


Jution at the Court of Madrid ; for though 
8 . X Exiſtence 


. See Trotꝰf Second Letter to the Craftſman, Vol. 4. p. 


74. Defence of the Enquiry, p. 14. John Trot's Third 
Letter tothe Crafi tf man, Vol. 4+ P- 2727 | * 3 
| | 


Exiſtence of 2ny ſuch "Ru was at firſt ſtrefiuouſiy |/ 


denied, a Copy of it hath been ſince produced in 
both Houſes of Parliament, and if it does not con- 
tain an abſolute Promiſe, yet it furniſhes them 
with a Pretenſion, at leaſt, to found ſuch a Claim 
upon it. It was likewiſe ſuggeſted, not without 


ſome Grounds, that our concluding a private Trea- 


9 at Madrid, in the Year 1721. whilſt We were Mc- 
di 


ators between Spain and the Emperor, gave ſuch 


an Umbrage at the Court of Vienna, as helped to 
pave the Way to a Reconciliation between 2hoſe rwo 


Powers ; one of whom had received a very great In- 


dignity from the Court of Fance, and the other not 
aà little diſpleaſed with That of Great Britain up- 


on the Account before mentioned: It deſerves a 


Remark in this Place, that Spain depended upon 
France as her Friend at the Congreſs, and the Em- 
peror looked upon Great Britain in the ſame Light; 

but both Parties being thus diſobliged by the re- 
ſhefive Mediators, on whom they rely'd, it became 


almoſt neceſſary for the Courts of Vienna and 


Madrid to contrive ſome Method of reconciling 
themſelves. This ſeems, at leaſt, a plauſible Rea- 
ſon for two Powers, that could hardly be kept 
within the Bounds of common Decency towards 
© one another, by all the Addreſs of tuo powerful 
© Mediators in a publick Treaty, abandoning that 
© Mediation, and, in the Middle of it, private! 

© running into one another's Arms, with all the 


. © Matks of cordial Affection and a reſolute Friend- 
J | | 


But whatever might be the true Grounds of this 
ſudden Revolution of Counſels and Diſpoſitions in 
the t Courts, it is certain, that the Treaty of Vi- 
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enna, and the Meaſures taken in Qppoliciop to it; 
laid the Foundation of that long Series of Negotias 
tions, Conventions, and Projects of Accommodation, 
which engroſs d all our Attention for ſeveral Tears 
together. Let us therefore review the Conduct af 
beth Parties upon this Occaſion. | | 
Now, if the Treaty of Vienna contain'd nothing 


but an Accommodation of Differences between the 
o Courts; with the uſual Stipulations of Peace, Com- 


merce and mutual Defence, (as the contracting Parties 
declared) We had no Occaſion to take ſuch an A- 
larm, or to be in ſuch a Hurry of putting ourſelves 
in a Poſture of Defence. We ought rather to have 
rejoyced that theſe Powers had found out a Method ot 
adjuſting their. own Differences, after We had at- 
tempted it in vain; ſince nothing elſe was wanti 
at that Time, as we have been often told, to com- 
leat the general Repoſe and Tranquillity of Europe: 
Jay, it would certainly have been our Intereſt, in 
ſuch a Caſe, to accede to that Treaty, as We were 
invited to do, inſtead of entertaining ſach terrible 
Apprehenſions from it, and taking ſuch extraordi- 
nary Meaſures to defeat it. OS 
| Pur it muſt. be conte(s'd, at the ſame Time, that 
if the Allies of Nenna had really entred into any fuch 
dangerous Engnggments as our Politicians apprehend- 
ed, and their Alvocates poſitively n it was 
certainly thei᷑ Puty to oppoſe them with the utmoſt 
Vigour. _ NY {RH EY 
For this Reaſon, the Author of the Enquiry made 


= | jt his chief Buſineſs to prove, that there was a ſecrer 


erfiue Treaty between the Courts of Vienua and 
Madrid, beſides thoſe publick ones of Peace and Com- 
merce Which They had communicated to the World. 
Nay, . He pretended to be ſo well informed of this 


| Fat, that He gare us the particular Articles of ir, 
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v. ured Nations ; and Great Britain having long been 


N 

viv. 1. f That the rn, was to aſſiſt Spain, in 
© obtaining Gibraltar by Force, 2. That Spain was 
© to ſupport the Emperor in his new Eſtabliſhment 


© of the Oſtend Company. For both which Purpoſes, 


zs he told us, the Quota's of Money on one Side, 
© and of Soldiers on the other, were actually ſettled, 


© 3. That the tuo Courts had undertaken to place the 
© Pretender on the Throne of Great Britain; and 
to begin with that Enterprize before They pro- 


'*ceeded to pur their other Projects in Execution. 


Theſe were Points which particularly affected Great 
Britain in her tendereſt Concerns, But the ſame 


Author likewiſe diſcovered another Article in this ſe- 
cret offenſive Treaty, which had the ſame bad Aſpect 


upon all Europe, and threatned Her with univerſal 


| Monarchy ; * I mean, ſays He, the Marriages of 


© the two Arch-Dutcheſſes, Daughters to the preſent 
Emperor, with the two Iafants of Spain, Sons to 


_ © the King by the preſent Queen. He then obſerves, 
that ſuch an Alliance mult conſtitate a Power in 
one Family, beyond all that We have known, 


* formidable-and irreſiſtible. * In another Place, he 
leaves us to judge, © f whether ever hitherto any ore 
* Scheme hath appeared in Europe, of a Deſtruction 


© ſo univerſal, and of a Ruin ſo extended, as This 
_ © appears plainly to be. 


It was indeed alledged, that, even in the publick 


Treaty of Vienna, greater Privileges in Commerce were 


granted to the + Emperor's Subjects than to thoſe of 
Great Britain. But the Falſhood of this Aſſertion 


appeared very plainly from rhe Treaty itſelf, which 


pats them only on the ſame*Foot with the moſt fa- 


in 


+ Enquiry, p. 34 1 15. p. 86. T Ib. p. 91. 
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in that Number, whatever Privileges of Trade any 
other Nation may obtain from his Catholick Majeſty, 


muſt be conceded to Us, at the ſame Time, by vir- 


tue of former Treaties. Beſides, the King of Spain 
immediately diſown'd any ſuch Deſign by his Mini- 
ſters, and afterwards in a formal Article of a Trea- 


ty; which is ſo remarkable, that I cannot forbear 


quoting it, | 


© * The Miniſters of his Britannick Majeſty, and 
© of his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, having PRETENDED, 


© that in the Treaties concluded at Vienna, between 
© the- Emperor and the King of Spain, in the Year 
© 1725. there were divers Clauſes that infringed 
the Articles of the ſeveral Treaties of Commerce, or 
© of the Treaties of Peace, in which Commerce may 
© be concerned, antecedent to the Year 1725. his 
© Catholick Majeſty hath declared, as He declares by 


© the preſent Article, that he never Meant to grant, 
© nor will ſuffer to ſubſiſt, by virtue of the ſaid 


© Treaties of Vienna, any Privilege contrary to the 
© Treaties here above confirmed, | 
It was likewiſe affirmed, that the Emperor's Mini- 
ſter had acknowledged ſome Engagement with Spain 
relating to Gibraltar; but it appears, from he f Eu» 
iry itſelf, that his Imperial Majeſty entred into this 
Engagement upon the Repreſentation of the Court of 
Spaia, that there remain d ſtill ſome Things to regulate 
between his Catholick Majeſty and the King of Great 
Britain ; in which 1t is probable, that the Court of 
Spain might include the famous Letter of 1721. upon 
which they founded their Pretenſions and Demand 
of Gibraltar ; but the Emperor would engage no far- 
ther, than to employ his Mediation between Them, 
5 85 , | under 


* See the Treaty of Seville, in the original French, 
Art. = 1 1b, P. 21, * 
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under theſe Reflidions, that Je Points in Difputs 
had any Relation to the Treaty of London, or avoſe in 
Conſequence of that Treaty; nor even then, unleſs it 
ſhould prove agreeable to his Britannick Majeſty, 
In another Part of the ſame Book, it appears, that 
a NOBLE PxRSON in an high Station, having piiblickly 
declared it in the Houſe of Lords, as an undoubted 
Truth, that there was à ſecret offenſive Alliance be- 
tween the Emperor and Spain, which contain d Articles 
in it deſtructive to the Rights of Britain, both with Re- 
gard to its Poſſeſſions and its Commerce abroad; the 
Imperial Reſident here was order'd to give Satisfaftion 
tio the Britiſh Court, upon this Subject, by producing the 
Article, which bis Maſter had entred into, relating to 
GIBRALTAR; and this Article implied no more, than 
that his Imperial Majeſty had engaged to uſe his good 
Offices, if it ſhould be agreeable to his Britannick Ma- 
 Jefty, as his Miniſter had before declared. But all 
| theſe Aſſurances were far from giving aur Politicians, 
or their Advocate the Enquirer, any Satisfaction that 
there, was no ſuch Engagement, though the Event 
hath ſufficiently ſbew'd; that the Emperor never gave 
his Catholick Majeſty the leaſt Aſſiſtance towards the 
Recovery of that Place, whilſt it was beſieg'd, nor 
at any other Time, during our long Miſunderſtand- 
Ing with theſe Courts. | fra 
As for the Osrexy Company, it was always 
treated as a Point of ſo little Conſequence to our eſ- 
ſential Intereſts, on f one Side, and hath ſince been 
declared ſo by the # other, that I ſhall not detain the 
Reader with any particular Detail of the Controrer- 
ſies about it. But it may not be amiſs, juſt 1 take 
| | orice, 
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Notice, as we paſs along, that zhis Company hath 
accidently proved* of great Detriment to us, not 
- it only by eontributing to the late Diſturbances in Eu- 
rope, but likewife by putting all Countries upon Pro- 
hat jects of the ſame Kind; and though his Imperial Ma- 
ickly || jeſty hath at lengrh confented to the Abolition of the 


bred "Company at Oftend, He is far from having given up all 

be- Thoughts of the Trade, being now carrying on 4 

icles Negotiation at Lisbon for that Purpoſe. 

Re- Let us therefore return to the ſecret offenffue Trea- 

the ty ; by which the two Courts of Vienna and Madrid, 

tion as the Enquirer aſſerted, had not only entred-into the 

g the ſtrongeſt Engagements upon all theſe Points, but like- 

g to wiſe to place the Pretender upon the Throne of Greas 

han Britain. This was, indeed, an alarming Confide- 

good ration; and what might juſtly provoke the Reſent- 

Ma- ments of a free People; eſpecially when They were 

t all aſſured, in the moſt authoritative Manner, that * 

Jans, the Britiſh Court had poſitive Intelligence, and In- nn 

that telligence from more than one Perfon, and ſuch as "41 

vent could be intirely depended on, that one expreſs Ar- 48 

gave. © ticle of this Alliance between the Emperor and | 

- the | © Spait contain'd an Obligation in Favour of the 7} 

nor | PRETEN DER, and a Stipulation to make the Artempe |} 

and- for Him in England, before opening the War in 4 if 
any other Parts.” — It is no Wonder, I ſay, _ 

ways that the Paſſions of the People were inflamed by ſuch 1 

e Declarations as Theſe, and broke out into the 1 

been warmeſt Addrefles againſt thoſe Powers, whom They 1 

n the ſuppoſed to be engaged in ſuch deſtructive Meaſures. 1 

over- Some of Them were ſo very zealous, upon this Oc= | 

take caſion; that They not only expreſs d their cheerful bi 

Nice, 2 under a Lind-Tax of f four Shillings f 
in the Pound, but made & voluntary Offer of the other I 
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fxteen, and of every 7 hing elſe that is dear and valu- 
able to Them. | 

Here likewiſe I muſt repeat my Acknowledgment, 
that if the Intelligence of ſuch a Defign was well foun- 
ded, our Miniſters were not only fully juſtify'd in all 


their Precautions to defeat it, but would have been 
juſtify'd in much farther Lengths than They thought | 


tit to go. But when all this pofitive Intelligence, con- 
vincing Evidence, and pretended Certainty, appeared to 
be founded only on 


it up, conſiſted in nothing but Wharton's Rambles, 
Ripperda's Chit-chat, Hear-ſays of what one great 
Man writ, concerning what another great Man 2 ; 
three Muſcovite Ships coming to Spain ; Embarkations 
which were never made, and Armies which were never 
aſſembled. When This, I ſay, appeared to be the Caſe, 
many Perſons were inclined to ſuſpend their Belief 


of any ſuch Deſign, till They ſaw it a little more 


authenrically proved ; eſpecially, ſince his Imperial 


Majeſty thought fit to difown it by his Miniſter here, 


in the moſt ſolemn Manner; which He had no Oc- 
caſion to do, if he was really grown ſo inveterate a- 
gainſt his Britannick Majeſty as the Couri-Writers re- 
preſented him. Nay, I have been informed, upon 
pretty good Authority, that long before Mr. Palm's 


Memorial, or the Enquiry was publiſhed, his Impe- 
rial Majeſty took an Opportunity of declaring, upon 


the Faith of a Chriſtian, and the Word of an Empe- 
20r, that He was ſo far from having enter'd into any 


Meaſures for placing the Pretender on the Britiſh, 


Throne, that no ſuch Overtures had been made to 


Him. It This ſhould be true, as 1 hope it is n ot, 


what 
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| SUSPICIONS, or ſomething more 
than SUSPICIONS, built upon APPEARANCES; or, at beſt, . 
when the whole Evidence, as f another Writer ſums 
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what ſhall we ſay to thoſe Men who inflamed the 


Nation to ſuch an Height, upon this Account, and 
Let Them read their own Article of Impeach- 
ment againſt the late Earl of Oxford, for corrupting 
the Fountain of Truth, and putting Falſhoods into the 


Mouth cf Majeſty. 


Her Czariſh Majeſty likewiſe purged Herſelf from 


the ſame Charge, by a ſolemn Declaration, That 


ſhe had never enter'd into any Engagements with 
the Pretender againſt his Britanaick Majeſty, and that 
ſhe look'd upon all ſuch Reports as mere Calumnies, 


ſpread abroad by the Engliſh Miniſters in order to 


juſtify their Meaſures at Home, and prejudice fo- 
reign Courts againſt Her. | 
The Gentlemen on the Country Side were therefore 


juſtify'd, as far as Events could juſtify them, in their 
Backwardneſs to believe any ſuch Defizn ; tor from 


that Time to this there hath not been any Attempr, 
nor any Appearance of an Attempt, in Favour of 
the Pretender, Nay, even the Court Writers them- 
ſelves ſeem'd to be aſhamed of this Argument a 
Year or two after, when all their poſitive and undoubt- 
ed Intelligence dwindled away to f APPREHENSIONS 


ONLY, that there might be Engagements in Pavour of 


the Pretender. I believe They have ſince made a 


Diſcovery that even their Apprehenſions were ground- 


leſs, and that there never were any ſuch Engagements, 
either oſtenfible, or non-oſtenfible, 


However, theſe Alarms had ſuch an Effect, at that 
Time, on the Minds of ſeme Men, that inſtead of 


adviſing his Majelty to accede to the Vienna Treaty, 
under any Conditions, They thought it immediately 
5 „„ neceſſary 


—— 


* Rouſet, Vol. 4. p. 222. 


+ Obſervations on the Conduct of Great Britain, Oc. 
N for Roberts in the Year 1729. Pp. 49. Craftſman, 
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Dutch, who had this particular Compliment paid 
Them in the Treaty itſelf, did not accede to it, till 
about eleven Months atter it had been ſign'd at Ha- 
#over, and even then under * wery large Reſtrictions. 

About the ſame Time, his Majeſty of Pruſſia 
took an Opportunity of detaching himſelf from this 
Alliance, in which he was an origins! Party. Whe- 


b 


ther this Diviſion was ↄccaſion'd by the Affair of 


Vaorn, which was ſuffer d to die away as ſoon as the 
Treaty was made, or by any other Cauſes, I cannot 


ſay; but every good Proteſtant muſt lament any Miſ- 
underſtandings between two Crowns which are ſo 
nearly ally d as thoſe of Great Britain and Pruſſia. 


However, to compenſate this Loſs of one Ally, We 


| ſoon gain'd another in the King and Kingdom of 
Sweden, who acccded to this Treaty under certain 

Modifications and Reſtrictions, by the perſwaſive 
Eloquence of Count Horn, who acquainted the 
States, I that the Treaty of Hanover did not lay Them 
under ſo many Obligations as FORMER TREATIES 
though They were to receive a Subſidy of fifty thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year, for three Tears, both from England 


and France, as the Price of their Aceeſſion. 


The King of Denmark was afterwards prevail'd 
updn to follow the {ame Example, in Conſideration 


of a large Subſidy for four Years, and other Stipula- 


ens 


Genera Colleftion of Treaties, Gee, printed for Knap 
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than one hundred thouſand Pounds. 


the Reaſonings of different Parties, on this Subject. 


| 1917 | 
tions in his Favour. It was expreſly agreed in the 
Treaty, that this Subſidy ſhould be paid by the moſt 
Chriſtian King ; but a Diſpute ariſing, ſome Years 
afterwards, between . the Crowns of France and 


Denmark, concerning the Difference of “ Daniſh and 


Hamburgh Money, We were ſo good as to prevent 
the ill Conſequences of ſuch a Diſpute, by paying 
the Difference our ſelves ;. which amounted to a 
conſiderable Sum. | 
The | Landgrave of Heſſe-Cafſel contracted like- 
wiſe with his Britannick Majeſty to keep a Body of 
12000 Men in a Readineſs for his Service, upon 
certain Conditions, which do not fully appear in 


the publick Convention, nor any where elſe ; but it 


is well known that theſe Troops have coſt the Britiſi 
Nation almoſt a Million and a half Sterl. without 
doing us the leaſt Service, during the whole Time 
They continued in our Pay. EY 
Amongſt all theſe Allies and Auxiliaries, I maſt 
not forget his Serene Highneſs the Duke of + Wol- 


fenbuttle; who brought up the Rear of this formi- 


dable Confederacy, and not only engaged to Ga- 
RANTY all his Majeſty's Dominions in Great Britain, 
Ireland and Germany, but likewiſe to furniſh a Body 
of 5000- Men (not to be moved out of Germany or 
Holland) for ſo ſmall a Sum as twenty five thouſand 
Pounds per Annum, during the Space of four Tears ; 
which amounted, for the whole Term, to no more 

Having now ſtated the Caſe of the Hanover Al- 
liance in its full Strength, We are naturally led to 


The 
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ots of the Houſe of Commons for the Year 1731-2, 
or The Craftſman, Numb. 313. + ColleFion of Trege 


— 


turally tended to make us too dependent upon Her, 


and would not produce the good Effects which 


were propoſed by it. : 8 
To This it was anſwered by the other Party, that | 
Power is fluckuating, and though We did lend the Em- 


peror an helping Hand, We. are not to let Him do what 
He pleaſes ; that when Wie ſet Him up, it was good 


Politicks, and now it is equally good to tałe Him down ; 
or, as the + Enquirer more gravely argued, that Ve 
ſhould find in Him, at laſt, the Enemy We dreaded on- 
iy in AdorHER. In ſhort, it was then the Court-Doc- 
trine, that France was ſo much reduced, and the Em- 


peror grown ſo formidable by the Succeſs of the 


late War, that the Balance of Europe requited us to 


ſhift Hands, and throw our Weight into the Scale 


of France, which was now become our moſt natural 
Ally. For this Reaſon, it was argued that we might 
ſafely rely on her good Faith and Sincerity ; nay, a 


certain Gentleman undertook to be her Guaranty, and 
made Himſelf anſwerable for her Conduct, by re- 


peated Declarations in the Houſe of Commons. 


Let us now proceed to the Conſequences of this 
Alliance, and ſee how far the Reaſonings of either 
Party were juſtified by them, Po. | 

| | | "8 

* Craftſman, Vol. 1. p, 111. The Caſe of Dunkirk, 

47. or, The Craftſman, Vol. 6. p. 208. + See A 
etter to the Occafional Writer, printed in the Year 1727. 
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As the Treaty of Hanover was concetted with a 
profeſs d Deſign to defeat the dangerous Projects of 


the Vienna Alies; it was evident, at ſirſt Sight, that 


ſuch Meaſures would be taken, as muſt neceſſarily 
create ſome farther Miſunderſtandings, it not an ab- 
ſolute Rupture, between the different Parties in the 
two Alliances ; for when ſuch ſtrong Suſpicions are 


entertain'd on one Side, as to put them in Arms a- 


ainſt the other, and the latter know themſelves to 


be innocent of the Defigns laid to their Charge, 


They will naturally look upon ſuch Apprehenſions as 
mere Pretences to pick a Quarrel with Them, and 
reſent thoſe Meaſures as Acis of Hoſtility, which are 
carried on under Colour of S Defence. 

How far This was our Caſe, with Relation to 
the Spaniards, at the Time I am ſpeaking of ; or 
how far the Spaniards, at leaſt, might reaſon in ſuch 
a Manner, will ſoon appear by the Event. 

The Concluſion of the Treaty of Hanover was 


immediately followed with a conſiderable Augmen- 
tation of our Land- Forces at Home, belides the 12000 


Heſſians, and other foreign Troops, retain'd in our Pay, 
as I have already obſerved. \ | 


At the ſame Time, three large Squadrons of Ships 


of War were fitted out at, a vaſt Expence, and diſ- 
atch'd with all poſſible Expedition to different 
arts of the World; one to the Baltick, another to 


the Coaſt of Spain, and a third to the Weſt-Indies. 


The Motives tor equipping. theſe Fleets, and the 
good Effects They produced, are ſtated very pom- 
poully in the Enquiry. | 5 : ; 
That ſent to the“ Baltick, ſays He, was deſfign'd 
to prevent the Czarina's Scheme for depoſirtg the 


King of Sweden, and thereby preſerve the Balance of 
+ „ the 
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Equity, p. 95. : | 
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the North. But it happen 
Sweden had juſt before made Peace with the Mu ſco- 
vites, and was under no Apprehenſion from Them; 
as They acquainted Sir Charles Wager, our Ad- 
miral, when he came before Stockholm, and made 
Them a voluntary Offer of his Aſſiſtance. Another 
right reverend Gentleman, who afterwards wrote 
upon the ſame Subject, tells us, That this Squa- 
dron was ſent to the Baltick, not only to prevent 
the Czarina's Deſign, but “ to enable our FRIENDS 
in Sweden to declare for Us, by awing the Duke of 
 Holſtien's Party, who did all in their Power to ob- 
ſtru& the Acceſſion. This, it ſeems, with the Sub/e- 
dy before mentioned to the King, and ſome other 
proper Applications ro the leading Men, produced 
the deſired Effect, and ſufficiently, juſtified that Ex- 
pedition 2" | 

The Squadron ſent to the Coaſts of f Spain was 
ordered to prevent an Attempt from thence, in Fa- 
vour of the Pretender, by virtue of the Secreet offenſive 
Treaty ſo often mentioned; and the Enquirer tells 
us, that the Appearance of this FLetT upon the Spa- 
niſh Coaſts, did aftually prevent the Execution of ſuch 
an Attempt. But here again that Writer ſeems to be 
miſtaken, or miſinform'd; for it appears by Sir John 
Jennings Letter, dated Auguft 10. 1726. and made 
| Publick here, that the Spaniards were ſo little pre- 
pared to invade Us, that when he came on their Coaſts, 
zhey ſeem'd to be in the greateſt Confternation ; that all 
the Troops they could afſemble did not exceed Three 
Thouſand Men; and that Thoſe were in very bad Cen- 
dition. | | 


As | 


* The Treaty of Seville im partially conſidered, printed 
for Roberts in the Year 1730. p. 10. or The Craftſman, 
Vol. 6. p. 66. Þ Enquiry, p. 93. f Ib. p. 97. * Sce 
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As to the Squadron ſent to the Weſi- Indies, the 


* ſame Author tells us, That it fully anſwered the 
Purpoſes for which it was intended, © not only by 


© prote&ing the Trade of his Majeſty's Subjects in 
*© thoſe Parts from the Depradations of the Spaniards, 


© but alſo by preventing the Return of the Galleons 


© with their Stores of Money, and thereby diſap- 


© pointing thoſe Attempts, which would have been 


© made, and perhaps ſucceeded, had ſuch Riches 


© come to their Aid. | | e 
Let us now turn our Eyes a little to the other con- 
tracting Powers in the Treaty of Hanover, and ſee what 


Part they acted, during all thele expenſive and ha- 
. zardous. Expeditions on our Side. ; 


The Enquirer told us, that + © the Diſpoſitions 
© made by France, ever ſince the ſigning of the 
© Treaty of Hanover, more than kept Pace with Us, 


in the Largeneſs of the Expence.“ To ſupport 
this Aſſertion, he aſſured us, that the moſt Chri- 
© ftian King augmented his Regular Troops with 
twenty five thouſaud Men; and, at the ſame Time, 


© ordered a Levy of the Militia, to the Number of 
© ſixty thouſand Men; beſides twelve thouſand Inva- 


© lids, put into good Order, for the Defence of his 


© Citadels and Forts; by which Means that King 
could, without Inconvenience, ſend 165000 Men 
© of his regular Troops into the Field. Such, ſays 
* He, hath been the Diſpoſition there for ſome Time, 
in order to ſhew the new Allies (meaning of Vienna ) 
© that France is not only in Earneſt, but in a well 


.* diſpoſed Condition of diſputing any Attempts a- 
_ © gainſt z4/eff, or its ALLits. | 


Now, ſuppoſing all this to be true, it is very far 
from doing the Court-Party any Service in the preſent 


5 Enquiry, p. 94 96. f Ib. 102. 
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ſuch Diſpoſitions, I believe the Enquirer would be ve- 
ry much puzzled to prove that They more than kept 
Pace with Us in the Largeneſs of the Expence ; or that 
the Allies ever received any Benefit from them. But 
We may go a little farther, and defy Him to prove 
that there really was any ſuch Augmentation, either 
of their regular Troops, or their Militia, as he ſeems 


to aſſert, whatever Diſpoſitions might have been 


made, or Orders given, for that Purpoſe. Indeed, 
to ſpeak impartialſy, the Court of France ſeemed 
ready enough to perform their Engagements with us 
againſt the Emperor; but We found out, at laſt, 
that the Execution of them would not be intirely 


conſiſtent with our own Iutereſt, and therefore very 


wiſely excuſed Them. | ; 
The ſame Author acknowledges that the * united 


Provinces came late into the Alliance; which he a- 


ſcribes ro the Frame of their Conſtitution ; but, per- 
haps, it might be partly owing to the Nature of the 
Treaty itſelf ; and, I am ſure, He might have added 
very juſtly, that they acceded at laſt, under + very 
extenſive Limitations, However, he aſſured us, that 
© from the Time of their Acceſſion, they ſhew'd a 
« Warmth and Vigour worthy of the Occaſion. 
„They agreed unanimouſly, ſaid He, upon ſuch 
“ Augmentations of their LAND Forces, as by the 
ce next Spring would make them above 5000 effective 
« Men; and the neceſſary Meaſures were taken for 
ce their having a EL EET at Sea of twenty Men of 
« War.” He added, © that they had been at a very 
e great Charge, in providing their Magazines, and 


ee putting their Barrier and Frontier Places into a 


ce good Poſture of Defence. | 
i OI. To 


® Enquiry, p. 103. | 
+ Collection of Treaties, Vol. 4. p. 15 
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Argument; for if the Bench had actually made any 


of Treaties. 
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To this it was anſwered, that the States made no 


' farther Augmentation of their Land- Forces than what 


was immediately neceſſary for their own Defence, 
and the Support of their Barrier Towns, in Purſuance 

How far They have put theſe Places in- 
to a good Poſture of Defence, let their late Af of Neu- 


trality, and the preſent State of Affairs determine. 


As to their Fleet, whatever Meaſures might have 
been taken for fitting one out, every Body knows 
that they were never put in Execution. But of 
This I hall ſpeak more particularly in another Place. 

We were atterwards told, in “ another Treatiſe, 
that his Majeſty, as Elector, promiſed a Body of twelve 
thouſand Men to join the Danes; and, for that Pur- 
poſe, increaſed his Hanoverian Troops from fixteeen thou- 
ſand to twenty two thouſand -Men. But that is a 
Point, which, Iam told, would bear ſome farther 
Explanation than the Author was pleaſed to give 
it. ſhall only obſerve, that the Deficiency of the 
French Subſidy to Denmark, was partly made good 
by certain Deductions out of the Money granted 
by Parliament for the Support of the Heſſian Forces ; 
and that when f ſome Gentlemen defir'd to be inform- 
ed, whether any more, and what Deductions had 


- been made out of that Money, the Motion was very 


prudently rejected. £5 

As for the Courts of Sweden, Denmark, Heſſe and 
Molfenbuttle, They were rather ſtipendary Auxilia- 
ries than Allies and Confedarates ; ſo that They had 
little more to do, than to receive our Money, in 
regular Payments, and keep their Troops ii a 
Readineſs ro march, whenever we ſhould demand 


them. Ho far they complied even with theſe 


| : ” Terms, 
* Confiderations on the preſent State of Affairs in Europe; 
Oc. pony for Roberts in the Year ba 16. hl 
1 See the Votes of the Houſe of Commons tor that Year, 


Terms, I am not able to ſay, the Nation having ne- 
ver had any Occaſion for their Service. 


France and Holland were therefore the two Pow- 


ers on whom we chiefly rely d; and as They were 


much more eſſentially intereſted in the Conſequences 
of the Vienna Treaty than Great Britain, We had 
Reaſon to expe& that They ſhould bear, at leaſt, an 


equal Proportion in the Danger and Expence of op- 


poſing it. This Point therefore ought to be ex- 
amin'd a little farther. ies 
Is ſaid, that, immediately after the Coucluſion of 
the Hanover Treaty, We diſpatched three large 
Squadrons to.the Baltick, the Mediterranean, and the 
Weſt-Indies. The firſt of theſe produced little more 


Effe& than procuring the Acceſſion of Sweden, 


at a very great Expence to this Nation; but the o- 


ther tuo were attended with Conſequences ſo well 


known, that they hardly require any Comment, 
The Inſtructions ro our Admiral, were certainly as 
moderate as were ever ſent out with two ſuch naval 
Armaments ; yet even blocking up the Galleons at 
Porto Bello with one of them, and hovering: round the 
Coaſts of old Spain, in an hoſtile Manner, with the 
other, were look'd upon at that Court as Acts of Ho- 
ſtility, and reſented accordingly. Orders were im- 


mediately diſpatch'd for ſiezing the South Sea Ship, 


and the Effects belonging to that Company, at /a 
vera Cruz: The Spaniſh Guarda Coſta's and Priva- 
teers —3 looſe upon our Merchants, and commit- 
ted infinite Depredations for ſeveral Years together, 
without any Interruption, or any Reprizals. At the 
{ſame Time, the Hotilla, which was ſaid to be atleaſt 
as richly laden as the Galleons, had the good Fortune 
to eſcape our other Squadron in the Mediterranean, 
under the Command of Sir Charles Wager; though it 
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is confet#d; * that they fleer'd the vy Courſe, where 
He was ſtation d to intercept them. But This was im- 
puted to long Nights, and dark foggy Weather. It 
was likewiſe obſerved, and never contradiaed, as 
well as I can remember, that f ſeveral Ships were 
ſuffer d to paſs by the ſame Squadron, even under the 
Stern of our Admiral, with Stores, Provi ſions, and o- 
ther Neceſſaries, for the Uſe of the Spaniſo Camp, 
which was then in Sight of Gibraltar, and preparing 
to beſiege it. But, perhaps, This likewiſe 
might be occaſionꝰd by long Nights,and foggy Weather. 
The Siege of that Place immediately enſued; and 
though We had been often aſſured, both within Doors 
and without, that our Allies would make it Caſus 
Federis, and aſſiſt us in the Defence of it, They 
ſuffer'd the Siege to be puſh'd on with the utmoſt 
Vigour, for ſeveral Months, without giving us the 
leaſt $uccour of Men, Money, or Ships ; and the 
Spaniards, in Return, permitted them to carry on 
their Trade, both in Europe and the Indies, without 
any Moleſtation; whilſt they were continually ha- 
raſſing us, both by Sea and Land; to ſay nothing 
farther of our Ships, which were deſtroyed, and our 
Seamen who periſhed by "Thouſands in the Service 
of their Country. Perhaps our Allies might judge 
the Blockade of Portobello, to be an Act of Hoſtility, as 
well as the Spaniards, and confequently not think _ 
Themſelves obliged to ſupport the aggreſſing Party, 
by virtue of a Fr Alliance. But whatever might 
be the Reaſons of their Conduct, it is certain, that 
They took ho Part in our Quarrels with Spain, nor 
ſo much as moved one Man to our Aſſiſtance. Nay, 
even Me contented ourſelves with the bare Defence 
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of Gibraltar, ſo bach demanded by the Voice of 
the Nation, without endeavouring to divert Them 
from the Siege, by bom barding any of their Ports, 


or ravaging their Coaſts; for * as ſoon as the Trea- 
ties were made, tbe Acceſſions procured, and the Arm 

provided at the r of Britain, which were neceſ- 
ſary for defending lower Saxony, We ſeemed to have no 
more to do in the Mar. Theſe were the vigorous 


Meafures lo ame recommended in the f Enquiry, . 


_ as abſolutely neceſſary in ſuch a Crifis of Danger, an 


upon which He founds all his Apology for the Con- 


0 oo 7 
At length + Preliminaries for a general Pacifica- 
tion were agreed upon; by which a Ceſſation of Ho- 


ſtilities, on both Sides, was ſtipulated for ſeven Nears; 


and that, within four Months after ſigning this Conven- 
tion, a Congreſs ſhould be form'd, in which all the 


| Rights and PKETENSIONS of the contracting Powers ſhould 


be examined, diſcuſsd and determined. But as ſoon as 


the Articles were produced in Publick, it was imme- 


diately foreſeen, on one Side, that the dark and am- 
biguous Manner of wording them would give Oc- 
calion to many Cavils and Diſputes; particularly 
the ſecom, which runs in the following myſterious 
Terms, viz. Me” . 


©* The Rights, or thoſe Things, which, by vir- - 


© tne of the Treaties of Urrecht, Baden and Quadru- 


ple Alliance, and alſo of thoſe Treaties and Conven- 


© tions that preceeded the Year 1725. and do not at- 
fect the Emperor and the States General of the unit- 
ed Netherlands, have been poſleſs'd by any of the 
contracting Powers, ſhall remain untouch'd ; but if 


© any Thing ſhould be found to have been aker'd 


© therein, 


E Craftſman, Vol. Ge 0 300. * + Enguiry, P- 81, 93. 
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© therein, or not to have been put in Execution, the 
| © Alteration made, or the Thing not executed, ſhall, in 
© 'a Congreſs to be held; be diſcuſs'd and decided 


. 


ding to the Tenor of the ſaid Treaties and Con- 
© Ventions. _ 8 ; 
As ſoon, I ſay, as this. Article was read, many 


Gentlemen apprehended ſome latent Deſign iu it; 


and the Authors of the f Craſtſman plainly intimated, 
that this ſtudied Ambiguity was made uſe of to con- 
ceal the true Intent of the Article from common Ob- 
ſervation; I mean, hat the Spaniſh Pretenſion to Gi- 
braltar was to be diſcuſs'd and decided at the Congreſs. 
On the other Side, it was aſſerted, that this Article 
was ſo far from preſerving the Claim of Gibraltar to 
the Spaniards, that it abſolutely extinguiſhed it. 
This Point was canvaſs'd at large by the * Author of 


the Enquiry, and John Trot, to whom I refer the 


Reader, and believe He will find that the latter had 
as much the Advantage of his Adverſary in the Ar- 

gument, as he afterwards had in the Event. 
It was likewiſe apprehended by the Gentlemen of 
the Country Party, that ſome „ in 
the Preliminaries were not expreſs'd in ſuch full and 
plain Terms, as to cut off all Pretences for any far- 
ther Wrangling and Chicane. But the Gentlemen 
on the other Side affected to laugh at theſe Appre- 
henſions, as the Phantoms of diſtemper'd Brains, or 
the Artifices of factious Malecontents, congratulat- 
ing Themſelves on having ſurmounted all Difficul- 
ties, and laid the Foundation of a ſolid and laſting 
Peace. — | | 

Let here again the Country Party were fully juſtify'd 
in their Suſpicions by the Event; for the Prelimina- 
? | rY1eS 
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4 Craft ſman, Vol. 2. P. 645 1 18. Defence of the 
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ries were no ſooner ſign'd, than new Diſputes began 


to be ſtarted about the Meaning of them, f and ſuch 
Inter pretations to be put upon the Words of theſe Arti- 


cles, as utterly deſtroyed the real Intent and Defign of 
them. The Spaniards inſiſted, that a meer Ceſſation 
of Hoſtilities, as ſtipulated by the Preliminaries, did 
not imply an actual raifing of the Siege; and that 
the Reſtitution of the Ship Prince Frederick, with her 
Cargo, was not mentioned, or included in them. 
Beſides This, the Court of Spain demanded an In- 
dulto of 20 per Cent. on the Effects of private Perſons 


embarked in the Hotilla, contrary to the 5th Article 


of the Prelminaries, as our Politicians and their Ad- 
ocates interpreted it. | 
- Theſe Points having been warmly litigated by the 
difterent Parties, for eight or nine Months, They 


were adjuſted by another Convention, negotiated by 


the Count de Rothemburg, Miniſter of France, ( for 
Wie had no Miniſter at the Court of Spain at that 


Time) and ſign'd at the Pardo the 6th of March, 


1728, This Juſtrument contain'd an Explanation of 
the Preliminaries, and it was once more ſolemnly 
ſtipulated, * that all the reſpective PRETENSIONS, on 
each Side, ſhould be produced, debated and decided in 
the Congreſs; with a-particular Engagement, that their 


Britannick and Catholick . Majeſties would abide by 


what ſhould be there regulated. . = 

In the mean Time, it was agreed, that the Britiſh 
Squadrons ſhould be order'd, without Delay, to 
withdraw from the Seas of old and neu Spain; in 


Conſideration of which, his Catholick Majeſty like- 


wiſe engaged, that the Blockade of Gibraltar ſhould 


be immediately raiſed ; that a clear and expreſs Or- 


der 


* 


1 Defence of the Enquiry, p. 11, * General Collection 
of Treaties, Vol. 4. p. 182. Craftſman, Vol. 4. P. 292 
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der ſhould be ſent, without Delay, for reſtoring. the 
Ship, Prince Frederick, with her Cargo, to the Agents 
of the South Sea Company ; and that the Effects of the 
Hlotilla ſhould be forthwith, deliver'd to the reſpec- 
tive Proprietors. | 
Theſe Conditions being accepted on both Sides, 
his Catholick Majeſty ratify/d the Preliminaries; but, 
before the, Ratifications were exchanged, ſome new 
Diſputes aroſe, concerning the Orders agreed to be 
ſent to the Jeſt Indies in Purſuance of this Convention. 
Theſe freſn Difficulties took up ſome Time longer; 
but were like wiſe got over by the Count de Rot hem- 
burg and Mr. Vander meer, who managed all our Af- 
fairs at the Court of Hain, and the Congreſs: was o- 


pened at Sviſſons, on the zd — lch of Juue, 1728. 


This Point being at length obtain'd, after a tedi- 
ous Courſe of, Negotiation and;Expedients,, the mi- 
niſterial Writers began to, triumph again, as it no- 
thing but the Form of a Treaty was wanting to ac- 


commodate all our Differences, and eſtabliſh the pu- 


blick Tranquillity on a, laſting Foundation. They 
gave us the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances that all Interrupti- 
ons to our Trade Would he effectually removed for the 


; future; that our plunder d Merchants would receive 
full Satisfaction for their, Loſſes; and that our Right 


to the Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar was fo firmly ſecyred to 
us by the Preliminaries, and the AG of Rati fication, 
that it would not be ſo much as mentioned in the Caugreſs. 
Theſe. Things, I ſay, were confidently promiſed by 
the miniſterial Mriters without Doors, and even, with- 
in Doors, by Thoſe who ſet them to work. But as 
the Gentlemen on the other Side could ſee nothing in 


either of theſe Juſtruments, which contained any clear | 


and explicite Engagements upon theſe Heads, They 
were not quite ſo ſanguine in their Expectations, 
and the Event more than warranted all their Suſpi- 


— 


U 
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Cions. The Plenipotentiaries did little more than aſ- 


ſemble in Form at Sorſſous, and produce their Ceden- 
tials; after which, having ſpent five or ſix Months 


in Ceremonies and Diverſions, They broke up and ſe- 


parated, without adjuſting any one material Point 


in Diſpute. | 


It is true, indeed, that a certain Plan of Accom- 


modation, called a Proviſional Treaty, was framed 
by the Miniſters of the Hanover Allies, during this 
Aſſembly, and ſent to the reſpe&ive Courts for their 
Approbation; but as this Draught of a Treaty was 


neither reliſh'd at home, nor accepted abroad, it 
does not deſerve much Notice. I ſhall only obſerve, 


in general, that it was little more than the Preli- 
minaries new. modelled, and digeſted into the Form 
of a Treaty, without any ſpecifick Explanation of 


4: thoſe Points which moſt immediately affected the 


Intereſts of Great Britain. 


\ 


As to Gibraltar, ſeveral noble Peers were ſo far 
from being ſatisfy'd that our Right to it was effec- 
tually ſecured by this Project, that the following 


Motion was made in the Houſe of Lords; viz. mo- 
ved to reſolve that it is the Opinion of this Houſe, 
that, for the Honour of his Majeſty, and the 
© Preſervation'and'Security of the Trade and Com- 
© merce of this Kingdom, effe&ual Care ſhould be 
© taken in the preſent Treaty, that the King of 
© Spain do renounce all Claim and Pretenſion to 
© Gibraltar and the Ifland of Minorca, in plain and 
© ftrong Terms.” But, after a warm Debate, the 
—— being put thereupon, it was carried in the 


Negative; upon which the Peers, who made and 
- ſupported this Motion, enter d their f Proteſt. 


Hiſtorical Regiſter, Vol. 14- p. 145 7 Ih, 
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A Motion to the ſame Purpoſe was aftggawards' . 
made in the Houſe of Commons; which was like 
wiſe carried in the Negative, by a great Majority. 
The Country Party, in both Houſes, were equally 
diflatisfy'd with that Part of the Proviſional Treaty 
which related to the Spaniſh Depredations,; and the 
Lords moved to reſolve, * | that it appears to 
this Houſe, that the Expence of the Squadron ſent 
to the Weſt-Indies, under the Command of Vice- 
* Admiral Hofier, having been born by this Nation 
alone, though defign'd to prevent the Spainiards 
© from ſeizing the Effects belonging to his Majeſty's . 
* Allies, as well as his Subjects, which were on board 
the Flota and Galleons, and from applying the 
© Treaſure to diſturb the Peace and inyade the Li- 
© berties of Europe, hath been an unreaſonable Bur- 
den on this Kingdom. But this Queſtion was 
alſo reſolved in the Negative, after a long Debate; 
Pn. AKA the Country Lords enter'd t another 
Proteſt. | 8 Fee 
If any Perſons ſhould be curious to ſee amore par- 
ticular Account of this Treaty, I refer Them to a 
pamphlet publiſhed on that Occaſion, . and an. 
Anſwer to it, under the Name of f Raleigh. 
It will be found, perhaps, that this Project ſerved 
ſome anniverſary Purpoſes, for which it ſeem'd chiefly _ 


to be calculated; but as ſoon as thoſe Ends were 


anſwered, we heard no more of it. The Proſpe& : 
of an Accomodation immediately vaniſh'd, and 
Affairs ſeem'd to be once more tending. to à Rup-. 
ture. Military Preparations were reſumed in all 
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Parts of Europe, and particulafſy in England, which 
is ſeldom behind Hand upon ſuch' Occaſions.” A 
powerful Fleet was fitted out with the utmaſt Ex- 
petition, and made a gallant Apperance at Spithead, 
under the Command of Sir Charles Wager. It was 
there join'd by a Squadron of Duich Ships of War, 
and ſeem'd to portend ſome Enterprize of great Im- 
ttance'; but it afterwards appeared that the Burch 
uadron was neither victualled, nor otherwiſe pro- 
villed for any Expedition, and the Admiral Him- 
| ſelf declared that He had no Orders to attend the 
Engliſh Fleet any ' farther. Having therefore kept 
us Company for ſome Months, and 'participated in 
our naval Diverſions, they fſail'd back to Holand, 
and our on Ships ſoon after return'd' to their re- 
ſpective Harbours. „„ 
We were told, indeed, that this Provistoxar. 
FEET, as it was then call'd, ſtruck ſuch 4 Terror in- 
to the Hearts of our Enemies, that We ſoon* © heard 
© of their making Advances, coming into Conceſ- 
* ſions, abating in their Demands, removing Ob- 
* ſtacks, giving agreeable: Aſſurances,” and doing 
© the utmoſt could be expected to ſhew their In- 
* clination to renew the antient Amity ſubſiſting 
between the two Crowns. ' Nay, it was ſtrongly 
infitaated, in the fame Paper, that the Preſerva- 
tion of Jamaica, as well as our own Coaſts, from an 
Invafion, the Sovereignty of the Seas, the Freedom 
of our Commerce, and even the Security of our pre- 
ſent Eftabliſhment, were owing to this formidable Ar- 
mada, which frightened our Enemies out of their 
Defigns, and at laſt produced the glorious Treaty 
of Seville. — | 


But 


* The Loudon Journdl; Otobi 1729: er The Craftſ- 
man, Vol. 5. p. 173. n n 
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But here it deſerves a 2 Remark, that, during 
cheſe Exploits at Spithead, + a Davenin was borri 
in France, which broke the Spaniſh Faction in that 
Kingdom, and had certainly ſome Influence on the 
Court of Spain, if they could want any Motives to 
accept of Terms ſo advantageous to Them as were 
ſtipulated by that Treaty. 3 
Thus far the State of out Affairs was, in ſome 
Meaſure, brought down, about four Years ago, in a 
* little Piece occaſioned by the Publication of the 
Treaty before-mentioned, and ſome f Obſervations 
upon it. This gave Riſe to new Diſputes, of 
which I am now to give ſome Account, 

It cannot be thought wonderful that the Court 
Writers and their Patrons, who triumph'd ſo. much 
the Year before on the meer Project or Draught of 4 
Treaty, ſhould diſcover the ſame Spirit of Exultati- 
on upon procuring a formal Treaty, actually ſigned, 
which the 1 Mriter before me obſerves is beyond the 
Reach of the moſt artful Malice; tho there was ſtill 
wanting the, Acceſſion of one Power, whoſe Conſent 
was molt neceſſary to the putting it in Execution; 
for as the Introduction of 6000 Spaniſh Forces into 
the ſtrong Places of Tuſcany, Parma and Placentia, 
inſtead of 6900 Neutrals, ſtipulated by the Quadru- 
ple Alliance, was the Baſis of the Seville Treaty, the 
Concurrence of the Emperor, to whom the Feodality 
of thoſe States belong'd, was certainly requiſite to the 
amicable Execution of it, — ro the Doctrine 
of the Enquiry itſelf, where it is atterted f4 that Hz 

| E | ALONE 
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x Craftſman, Vol. 5. p. 177. A. ſbort View of the 
State of Affairs, &c. ſince publiſhed in The Craftſman, 
Vol. 5. p. 245. f Obſervations on the Treaty conclud- 
ad at Seville, Oc. printed for Roberts in the ſame Years 
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ALONE was capable of diſturbing it. And yet He was 
not ſo much as complimented, in the Treaty, with 


an Invitation to accede, as the Dutch again were by 


an expreſs Article. . 
It was therefore thought expedient to uſher this: 


Treaty into the World with ſome er axe Obſer- 


vations upon it. They could not help foreſeeing, that 


their own Arguments upon this Subject were capable 


of being turned very ſtrongly againſt Them. They 
knew very well that the Author of the Enquiry had 
been inſtructed, but three Years before, to alarm the 
Britiſh Nation with the formidable Projects in Fa- 


vour of F Don Carlos, even ſo far as univerſal Monar- 
chy. They could not forget that the Author of the 
+ Britiſh Journal, (who now makes a ſhining Fi- 
gure in the Free Briton ) but a few Months before, 


repreſented the Eſtabliſhment of this Prince in Ta- 
ly, as a Point of ſuch dangerous Conſequence, that 


it was oppoſed at the Congreſſes of Cambray and 


Soifſuns, by all the principal Powers of Europe, par- 
ticularly Great Britain ; | | 
Since, it Don Carlos ſhould ever ſucceed to Tuſ- 
cany, LEGcyorn, the Mart of our Mediterranean 
T'rade, will be in his Paſſeſſion; and conſequently 
Spain will have Power at any Time to 83 
us of Commerce in the Levant, as well as the 
Meſt Indies, | 

In which Caſe, ſays He, it will be nearly the 


© ſame, as if we give up Gibraltar. and Portmahon ; 
© becauſe thoſe Places will be of little Service to our 


© Mediterranean Commerce, when the Marrs of that 
Trade ſhall intirely exclude us from all Traffick. 
Ing LL This 


„** * 


1 Enquiry, p. 22, 28,86, f See The Britiſh Juur- 


nal, Jan. 4. 1728-9. or The Craftſman, Vol. 5. P. 80. 


member. 


t 
This, I ſay, was the Doctrine advanced by the 


Author of the Britiſh Journal, in the Month of 


January, 1728-9. and maintained, in another Place, 
by an eminent Stateſman, who had the Honour of 
conducting our foreign Negotiations for ſeveral 
Years together ; bur a new Turn of Afﬀairs, a few 
Months afterwards, laid Them under a Neceſſity 
of recanting theſe Arguments in the fulleſt Manner, 
and extolling that very Succeſſion, which They had 
ſo lately condemn'd, as a * Maſter-String, which 
They had touched with Succeſs, and one of the beſt good 
Fortunes which could befal this Nation. 
However, ſuch glaring Contradi&ions from the 
ſame Mouths, and in ſo ſhort a Coutſe of Time, 
were thought to require ſome farther Apology be- 
fore the Parliament met. It was upon this Gccaſi- 
on, that the Obſervations were publiſhed, and diſ- 
perſed through the Kingdom by Authority, as I re- 
Now, the principal Arguments in 
this Piece are reducible to rhe following Heads. 
Firſt, | That Great Britain will be a conſider- 
© able Gainer by this Variation, as We are freed 
© from the Engagement We were before under, of 


© paying one third Part of the Expence, which would 


© have been requiſite for maintaining neutral Gar- 
© riſons in rhe Dutchies of Tuſcany and Parma. 
Secondly, + That, had the Succeſſion to Tuſcany 

© and Parma been left open, all Itah, conſidering the 
Strength of the Emperor in that Country, mult 
© have probably fallen into his Hands, or, at leaſt, 
© into ſuch Hands as muſt have had an entire De- 
* pendence on Him; with ſome very ſevere Reflec- 
| ; | tions 


* The Britiſh Journal ſigned Thomas Potts, publiſhed 
in Aug. 1729. or The Craftſman, Vol. 5. p. 101, 
1 Obſervations, p.12. Ib. p. 9. 
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* tions on his Imperial Majeſty, as a Prince © who 
© had made but ill Returns of Gratitude to this 
© Nation, for having already contributed to his 
Grandeur in that Part of the World. 

And thirdly, © That the Emperor cannot reaſon- 
r ably take Offence at this Stipulation, being Him- 
© ſelf under previous Engagements, by the Oradru- 
ple Alliance, to make the Succeſſion of Don Carlos 


© effectual. Neither can the Variation, made 
t by the preſent Treaty, of Saniſb inſtead of Swiſs 


Garriſons, juſtify, in Reaſon and good Senſe, his 
Iuperial Majeſty's not conſenting to it, unleſs He 
can ſhew that He may be prejudiced by that Alte- 
ration. 

To the firſt of theſe Arguments it was readily 
anſwered, Le the Charge of maintaining 2000 
Men in Tah, for ſome Time, ought not to be put 
in Balance againſt the Dangers We ſhould run of 


K K M Aa 


involving our ſelves in a War, by undertaking to ef- 


fectuate the Introduction of Spaniſh. Troops, and to 
guaranty this Succeſſion for ever, + ſo that it ma 
reſt ſecure and exempt from ALL Events. — le 
might have been added, that this Plea of Frugality 
was ſomewhat improperly urged, at a Time when 
the Nation was at the Expence of maintaining ſo 
many numerous Bodies of Men, both Abroad and 
at Home, without the ſame Reaſon. . 


The ſecond Argument is built on the formidable 


Power of the Emperor, which was the faſhionable 
Doctrine at that Time; and from thence it was ar- 
gued, that this Variation was neceſſary to prevent his 
over · running all Italy. In Anſwer to this, it mw ob- 
X erved 
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* Obſervations, p. 10. + Craftſman, Vol, 5. p. 266. 
4 See the Treaty, 45 97 105 11. 12. * | P 
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ſerved by the Gentlemen on the other Side, * that if 


his Imperial Majeſty was really ſo ſtrong in thoſe Parts, 
as He was repreſented, He would be able to give 


ſuch an Oppoſition to the Execution of the Treaty, 


as would plunge us in the greateſt Difficulties. But 


They went farther, and deſired to take the contrary 
of this for granted. | Let us ſuppoſe, ( ſays 
© one of theſe Writers) that the Introduction and E- 
© ttabliſhment of the Spaniards in Italy, ſhould be- 


© made with ſo ſuperior a Power, that the Emperor 
© and Princes concern'd are forced to ſubmit upon 
© our Terms, inſtead of making their own; will the 
* Difficulties be all removed? Will all the Inconve- 
* niences to Great Britain, with which this Treaty 
© may be attended, vaniſh away? They certainly 


vill not. Our Meaſures are ſo wiſely taken, that 
* the eaſieſt and ſhorteſt Manner of efefuating them, 


© is likewiſe the eaſieſt and ſhortelt Way to render 


© OUS. 

But, thirdly, Though the Introduction of Spaniſh 
Garriſens was recommended, under the laſt Article, 
as a neceſſary Expedient to curb the Emperor”s exor- 
birant Power; yet, we were likewiſe told, a little 
paradoxically, that He could not reaſonably take Of- 
fence at it; nor juſtify his not conſenting to it; unleſs 
He could ſhew that He might be prejudiced by that Alte- 
ration. Now this very Conceſſion, as the Country 
Gentleman obſerved, was, in Effect, giving up the 
whole Cauſe; ſince his Imperial Majeſty might eaſily 


 ſhew that He ſhould be prejudiced by ſuch an Alteration ; 


and here, indeed, lies the whole Streſs of the Argu- 


It 
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© the little We have ſtipulated for ourſelves precari- 


. 
I ˙⅛ꝛ⸗ OY 


% 
a 
— 


—— 


— — Zu. E —— * 


by 2 


„2 h — 


— F 


It was allow'd on the Country Side, that the Em- 


peror was a Party in the Quadruple Alliance, which 


' eſtabliſh'd zhis Succeſſion, and had thereby engaged to 


would not reſent it? 


make it effectual. But They could not agree with 
the Obſervator and his Patrons, concerning the Varia- 
tion in Diſpute, for ſeveral Reaſons, Which J will 
ſum up in as few Words as poſſible. | 

In the firſt Place, They apprehended, that ſuppo- 
ſing this Alteration not to be prejudicial to the Inte- 
reſts of his Imperial Majeſty; yet that the Manner of 
making it, without his Conſent, and by Way of Tri- 
umph over Him, as a great Fetch in Politicks, 
would be thought a Reflection upon his Honour, at 
leaſt, and might be attended with fatal Conſequen- 
CCS. - + | 

But They likewiſe undertook to prove, that the 
Introduction of Spariſh Troops would be really pre- 
judicial both to the Emperor and the Empire, even 


according to the Obſervator's Method ot Reaſoning ; 


for He plainly intimated, that one Deſign of the Se- 


ville Treaty was to reſtrain the Emperor's Power in 


Italy; and conſequently it was his Intereſt to defeat 
that Deſign, however it might be the Intereſt of o- 
thers to put it in Execution, | 

This avow'd End of the Seville Treaty was aggra- 
vated by another, which was likewiſe cry'd up by the 
miniſterial Writers as a Maſter-piece of Politicks; 1 
mean, the Separation of Spain'from the Emperor, and 
thereby diſſolving the Vienna Alliance, which had 
been repreſented ſo very advantageous to the latter. 
Did not This affect the Intereſt of his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty? or could it be reaſonably expected that He 


Nay, 
"2 . 
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Nay, They went {till farther, and, I think, demon- 
ſtrated, that the Variation from Neutral to Spaniſo 


Troops, (without inſiſting on the 4front, or having 


any Regard to the Vienna Alliance) was highly pre- 


judicial both to the Emperor and the Empire; for the 
neutral Troops, ſtipulated by the Quadruple Alliance, 
were deſigned not only to ſecure the * eventual Succeſ- 
fron of Don Carlos, but likewiſe the Rights of Sove- 
reignty eſtabliſhed in the EMptRoR and EMPIRE over theſe 
States. 
ly revers'd by the Variation in Diſpute ; and the Ob- 
— Argument, upon this Head, was of Courſe 
reduced to the following Abſurdity ; f that when a 
mutual Security, is given and accepted by two Par- 
ties, for making good a Bargain, this Security may 
© be taken from one of the Parties againſt his Con- 
© ſent, and the Benefit of it be wholly apply'd to the 
* other, and yet no Prejudice be done to the for- 
mer. 

To This it was added, by the Writers on the 
Country Side, that his Imperial Majeſty appeared very 
plainly to look upon the Introduction of Spaniſi 
Troops in this Light, by refuſing to conſent to it, 
whilſt He was under ſo beneficial an Alliance with 


Spain, and + even ſuffering Himſelf to be diſunited 


from that Crown, rather than comply. His Reaſon 
for this was very obvious; ſince, if the Court of 
Spain had no other Deſign than to ſecure the Dut- 
chies of Tuſcany and Parma for Don Carlos, accord- 
ing to the Quadruple Alliance, it is certain that neu- 
tral Troops would have been effectual for that Pur- 
poſe ; nay, more effectual than Spaniſh Troops, if We 

| may 


lin 


Collection of Treaties, Vol. 4. p. 57. Craftſman, Vol. 
Ge P. 288. Ib. 287 f Craftſman, Vol. 5. p. 264 


Now this Part of the Condition was intire- 


| 9 *] | 1 
may believe the Enquiry, where the NrUrRAL Gar 
RISONS, appointed by the Quadruple Alliance, are 
call'd the great Bulwarks of the Succeſſion of Don Car- 
los to Tuſcany ; but their reſolute Perſeverance in de- 
firing and inſiſting on Spaniſh Garri ſons, gave his In- 

erial Majeſty juſt Grounds to apprehend fome farther 
View ; and one of the Writers on the Country Side, 
ſeems to be pretty right in his Conjectures upon this 
Occaſion. 5 To 2 
We all know, ſays He, how precious the Pol(- 
© ſeſſions of 7taly are to the Imperialiſts ; how much 
the Point, to which They are arrived in that 
© Country, of Dominion, Power, and Influence, 
*hath been always the chief Object of their Poli- 
cy. Now will it be at all ſtrange, if they look 
* on the Variation made in the Quadruple Alliance 
© as a Meaſure taken to give Them a Rival in that 
© Country, where they are at preſent indiſputably the 
© ſuperior Power ? Will not theſe Garriſons of Spani- 
© ards, pretended to be placed there for the Security 
© of the eventual Succeſſion of Don Carlos, make 
them look on Parma, Placentia, Portoferraio, and 
© Leghorn, as ſo many Places of Arms, put into the 
Hands of an old Enemy, an unfaithful Ally, and a 
© certain Rival? May they not apprehend, that nei- 
ther Pretences nor Means will be wanting, if the 
© Treaty of Seville hath its Effect, to introduce great- 
© er Numbers of Spaniſh, and even French Troops, in- 
to the Heart of Itah, and to ſerve the Emperor as 
© Ferdinand the Catholick ſerved Lewis the 12th. in 
© Conſequence of the filly Partition to which the 
© latter con ſented. 5 


In 


— 
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In another Piece, the Conſequences of the Seville 
Treaty are farther explained and foretold. 

* © Itis ſaid, that France and England are Guaran- 
ties for the Emperor's Dominions in Tah, againſt 


any Encroachments which Spain may attempt to 
: make upon them. | 


I anſwer, that the Purpoſes of the Quadruple Ag 


* liance would have been effectually ſecured by neu- 
© zral Troops; but it is extremely probable, that the 
Introduction of Spaniards will be followed by In- 
* vaſions on the Emperor's Dominions; for though 
the Introduction of only 6000 Spaniards is ſtipu- 


* lared, yet if They are put in Poſſeſſion of Leghorn, 
They may admit as many more as They pleaſe, ' 


© by the Help of their Heet, which is large enough 


for that Purpoſe, and will be as good as a Bridge 
between ah and Spain. In this Caſe, - France will 


© not be very forward to execute their Engagements 


of Guaranty. in the . Behalf; and if Eng- 


land does, ſhe muſt loſe her Trade to Spain and 
© Leghorn. If France ſhould think fit to quarrel with 


* the Emperor, They would encourage Spain to in- 
© vade his Italian Dominions ; and when the En- 


© peror complains of it, They will, without much 


© Difficulty, (according to the modern Way of in- 
© terpreting the Obligations of Treaties) find out 


* ſome Act or other of the Emperor, which they will 


* alledge as a Reaſon for having forfeited à Right to 


© that Guaranty. 

Upon the whole, it was concluded by theſe Writers, 
that his Imperial Majeſty would not conſent to the 
Introduction of W Ds ſons, unleſs He ſhould 
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®* The Caſe of the Heſſian Forces, c&c. fance publiſhed in 


The Craft man, Vol, 6. P · 311. 


5 
1 
, 
| I 
i 
i : 


. 
£ * 
, 


3 


42 J 


be hrought into it by azather Expedient; which 


might prove equally productive of bad Conſequences ; 
1 mean our Guaranty of the Pxacuaricx Saxc- 
TION. | | 


They likewiſe obſerved, with too much Reaſon, 
that as the Reconciliation of Spain and the Emperor, 
Sy the firſt Vienna Treaty, was the luckieſt Circum- 
* Rance which could poſſibly happen to us at that 
Time, and ought to have excited our Joy, inſtead 
of alarming us with ſuch a terrible Panick; ſo They 
apprehended | that the Separation of thoſe two Courts 
would be followed by a new Union between France and 
Spain, more formidable to Us than That which Wie 
Had diſſolv d. 24 5 | ef 

Me were told, indeed, that if Spain ſhould preſume 
0 break the Bounds of Power in Italy, there are formi- 
dable Princes will riſe in Oppoſition; perhaps ou 
-SELVES. But to This it was anſwer'd, that beſides 
the ridiculous Employment of being always doing 
and undoing, France might recover ſo mueh Strength, 
and the Emperor be ſo far reduced by theſe Meaſures, 
that it would not be in our Power to ſet Matters 
upon their right Foot again. Upon this Suppoſi- 
tion, one of the Writers on the Country Side made the 
following Obſervation, which deſerves particular 

Attention at this Time. | | 


* © Tf the whole Weight of national Vengeance 


'* js ever to fall, it ought. ſurely to cruſh Thſe who 
© precipitate their Country, by a long Series of Blun- 
© ders and Miſtakes, into ſuch a terrible Dilemma, 


© that We cannot obſerve our Treaties, without be- 


| x ing : expoled to fight againſt our general Intereſts, and 


© withouc 
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I Briti) Journals of Auguſt 1729. or The 
Vol. 5. p.100, *? Craftſman, Vole 5. P. 291. 
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Gentleman in à high Station, +that if We had offer d 
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© withont finding, when we return to them, that the 


enkne ſe of our Allies and the Strength of our Enemies, 
are the Works of our own Hande. 
I believe This will be thought ſufficient to explain 
the Reaſonings on both Sides, concerning the Intro- 
duction of Spaniſh Garri ſanr into Taly, * which made 
one of the principal x of the new Treaty, as 
the Obſervator very frankly acknowledg'd. But it 
was natural to enquire what Terms We had obtain- 
ed for our ſelves, in Return for ſuch valuable Obli- 
gations on the Court of Spain. | 
To ſatisfy this juſt Expe&ation, We were aſſured 
by the Obſervator, f that our Poſſeſſions abroad were 
© ſecured to us, beyond all Poſſibility of Doubt or 
© Cavil; that all our Privileges and Advantages in 
Commerce were re-eſtabliſhed! upon the Foot of for- 
mer Treaties; and that immediate Reparation 
was ſtipulated to our Merchants for all the Dama- 
ges They had ſuffer'd at any Time, contrary to 
* the Treaties of Utrecht, or any other Treaties which" 
5 . between England and Spain to that very 
_ - aY. + x a 
But the Iriters on the other Side could not find 
any Articles or Words in the Treaty, which could 
be fairly interpreted ſo as to juſtify theſe Aſſuran- 
ces, or to deſerve thoſe Encomiums which were be- 
ſtowed upon it. = 
I' hey obſerved, that the Spaniards were ſo far from 
having renounc'd their Pretenſions to Gibraltar, or 
recogniz'd our Right to the Poſſeſſion of it, that it is 
not ſo much as mentioned through the whole Trea- 
ty; and it hath been ſince confeſs?d by an honourable 


to 
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_ ® Obſervations on the Treaty of Seville, 
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ro mention any Thing about 2 the Spaniards It 
warld have broke off all farther Negotiations, We were || that 
like wiſe told by one of his Advocates, that Gibraltar || fron, 
was an old Sore, and that our Miniſters were defirous || were 
o touch it tenderly; That is, the Court of Spain would I quir 
not admit of any Words in the Treaty which would ] ſiſt; 
annihilate their Pretenſions, and did not deſign to || * M 
Include our Poſſeſſion of that Place in their general . 4 
Guaranty of all his Majeſty's Kingdoms, States and Do- | * m 
Minions. How therefore could it be ſaid with Truth, 
as the Obſervator aftirm'd, that We had a very full Ace- ch 
Eno wuledgment on the Part of Spain, of our Right to Gi- C 
Þraltar and the Iſand of Minorca; or, that thoſe Poſ- I ſtit 
ſeſſions were ſecured to us beyond all Poſſibility of Doubt . im 
or Cavil; when We had obtained no other Security . on 
for Them, than what was before complained of in If 
the Preliminaries, the Convention of the Pardo, and the PRI 
Provi ſional Treaty? I mean, a Confirmation of all FF far 
Fermer Treaties, and conſequently That of Madrid in the 
the Year 1721. upon which the Spaniards ground mes 
their Claim to the Reſtitution of Gibraltar. * Vol 
They likewiſe apprehended, that the Proviſions f| Ir 
made in this Tyeazy, for the future Security of our Com- the 
merce, and Reparation to our Merchants for their paſt [Mer 
Sufferings, would prove ineffectual. Theſe Proviſi- rat 
dns were, that Commiſſaries ſhould be appointed act 
on the Part of their Britannick and Catholick Maje- Repa 
ſties, who ſhould aſſemble at the Court of Spain, to the * 
examine and decide all Differences upon theſe Heads, fed, 
with an expreſs Stipulation, that they ſhould punfiu- Coms: 
|: ally finiſh thsir Commiſſion within the Space of three their 
. Tears from the Day of ſigning the preſent Treaty, uitb- ſuith 
i cut any farther Delay, on any Motive or Pretext what= | 
ever. | 
= ' 
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It was apprehended, I ſay, on the Country Side; 


that theſe Proviſions would be very kable to Evaſi- 
ſion, by the Diſtance of Place, where the Commiſſaries 


vere to meet, the Length of Time allow'd for this En- 


quiry, and the ſeveral Points of which it was to con- 
fiſt ; particularly ** the Pretenſions of his Catholick 
© Majeſty to the Reſtitution ef the Ships taken in the 
© Mediterranean in the Year 1718. an Article, which 
© may be ſo caſt up by the Spaniſh Commiſſaries as 
© to overbalance the Account of the Britih Mer- 
* chants by ſeveral hundred thouſand Pounds. 

On the other Side it was aſſerted, that © | the Re- 
© ſtitution of our Loſſes ſince June 1727. was to be 
© immediate and forthwith, as well as the Introducti- 
on of the ouls Garriſons was to be without Loſs 


© of Time; and that the Affair of the Merchants ſtood 


© p10K in the Treaty to the Tuſcan Affair, and, ſo 
© far as it was to be without Loſs of Time, muſt have 
* the Preference; nay, if it was not performed im- 
* mediately, nothing was obliged to be done in Fa- 
© vour of Don Carlos. 8 
Indeed it was reaſonable enough to expect, that 
the Spaniards ſhould have been obliged to make our 
Merchants Reparation for their Loſſes, before We 
ratify'd them in ſo favorite a Point as the Intro- 
uction of Don Carlos. But though the Article of 
Reparation happened to ſtand prior in the Treaty to 
the Taſcan Affair, as this Writer moſt ſagely obſerv- 
ed, yet the Adjudication of the former being left to 
Nerf e who had three Years allowed to finiſh 
their Enquiry, and the latter being to be effectuated 
without Loſs of Time, it was eaſy to perceive which 
would 


» Craftſman, Vol. 5. p. 270. I The Free Briton 
xtraordinary, in Anſwer to the Short View, printed for 


5 Peele, in the Year 1730. P. 45 
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Jould ive the Preference : And'this fumi ed ohe 


Objection of no ſmall Weight againſt the Treaty" it- 

ſelf, in which We ſeem d to make juſt ſuch a Bar- 
5 gain as We made in the Quadruple Aliauce, when 
4 


We put Sicily, and all that the Etiperor had to ex- 


© ped from our Friendſhip,' into his Hands immedi- 


ately, although the reciprocal Part, to be perfotm'd 
© by Him, was to be a Work of Time, and although 


© We had not received Satisfaction from Him in fore 


Points about which We were extremely ſolicitous. 
Theſe Reaſonings without Doors, concerning the 


Treaty of Seville, had likewiſe the Honour to be 


ps ore by the Arguments of ſeveral noble Lords 
and Gentlemen of great Diſtinction without Doors; 
particularly in the Houſe of Peers, where the follow- 
ing Motions were made, viz. 3 

: Die Martis, 27 Fan. 1729. 


Moved to reſolve, f that the Agreement in the 


Treaty of Sebille, to effectuate the Introduction of 
© Spaniſh Troops into Tuſcany and Parma, is a mani- 
© feſt Violation of the fifth Article of the Quadruple 
Alliance, tends to involve the Nation in a danger- 
b aous and expenſive War, and to deſtroy the Balance 
© of Power in Europe. 23 

Aſter Debate, the Queſtion was put upon the ſaid 
© Motion, and it was reſolved in the Negative. 

Moved to reſolve, that our Right of Sovereignty, 
© Dominion, Poſſeſſion, and Propriety to Gibraltar 
* and the Iſland of Minorca, is not aſcertained by 
© the Treaty of Seville, ſo as to extinguiſh the Claims 
© and Pretenfions ſet up' by the Snag, which 
© were followed by an actual Siege, fince the Ceſſion 
* of thoſe valuable Places by the Treaty of Uzreche. 


"© Trafiſwar, Val 5 9. 29% i 
To i Hiſtorical Regiſter, Fa 15. P. 202. 
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* After Debate, the Queſtion was put thereupony a 
© reſolved in the Negative. a 1 2 

Moved to reſolve, that the Stipulations in the 
Treaty of Seville, for repairing the Loſſes of our 
Merchants, are inſufficient and precarious. 

© Aftex Debate, the Queſtop was put thereupon; and 
it was reſolved in the Negative. þ 

Then it was propoſed by ſome ather Lords, © to re- 
© ſolve, that the Treaty of Peace, Union and Friend- 
ame . ſhip, concluded at Sevile, the ↄth of November laſt, 
tous. doth contain all neceſſary. Stipulations for main- 
E - * raining and ſecuring the Honour, Diguity, Rights 
= * „ and Poſſeſſion of the Crown; and that all due Care 
. oras is taken therein for the Support of the Trade of the 
'oors; Kingdom, and for repairing the Loſſes ſuffer d by 
low- the Merchants. . „ 5 

Aſter Debate, the Queſtion was put thereupon, and 

5 it was reſolved in the Affirmative ; upon which ſeve- 
in the 5a Lordi enter d their Proteſt againſt it, with their 
on of 3 at large, which deſerve particular Notice at 
| this Time. +, 02.4 2 
druple I ſhall now proceed, according to the Method 
nger- | propoſed, to a few ſhort Remarks on the .Efe&s of 
lance 5 Treaty. | . „ 

5 I n the firſt Place, it is obſervable, that his Inbe- 
eſfaid | „a! Majeſty was ſo far from looking on the Intro- 
I duction of SpariſþGarriſons into Tuſcany and Parma, 
Snty, as a trifling Variation ſrom the Quadruple Alliance, 
altar according to the Doctrine of the Court Writers, that 
d by | He reſented: both the Matter and the Manner of it 
laims in the ſtrongeſt Terms, .as.a downtight Iufraction of 
chich | Treaties, derogatory to his Honour, and injurious to 
ion | this Intereſts, a8 well as the Rights of the Empire. 


cht. He ordered his Miniſters at ſeveral Courts to-re- 
After — os monſtrate 
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monſtrate againſt it as ſuch; and ſent a f Commiſſori⸗ 
al Decree to the Diet at Ratisbon; in which, having 
vindicated his own Conduct to the States of the Em- 
pire, there aſſembled, with Relation to Don Carlos, 
He ſpeaks of the preſent Stipulation in tlie following 
Manner. But, contrary to all Expectation, 
© a particular Treaty hath been concluded at Seville, 
© between the Crowns of Spain, France and Great 
Britain, the ↄth and ſubſequent Articles of which 


© the higheſt Indignation ; becauſe the moſt eſſential 
© Bands of human Society are therein broken ; and 
© if Chriſtian Powers pretend thus to diſpoſe of the 
© Eſtates of third Perſons, all Confidence and good 
© Faith ought to be baniſhed out of the World. Be- 
© ſides, they have no Regard to former Treaties, nor 
© to the laſt Preliminary Articles, which were acknow- 
© ledged by both Parties as. the Ground-work of the 
© Negotiations for the general Peace, and as the only 
© Counterpoiſe to an exorbitant Power. that was de- 
© ſigned to be erected in Europe. They have no At- 
© tention to the Acts of Guaranty that have been de- 
© livered. They diſpoſe of the Rights and Territo- 
« © ries of the Empire as They pleaſe, even in the 
Life- time of the lawful Poſſeſſors. They ſet ſo lit- 
© tle a Value upon the Emperor and Empire, that 
© They would not ſo much as ask their Conſent in an 


© Conſent was made neceſſary by the Alliance of 
London. If therefore ſuch Conduct takes Place, 
* and the neu Allies perſiſt therein, We ſhall hereat- 
* ter ſee Might overcome Right, and Engagements 
- £ trampled on at Pleaſure; and whatever the new 


© (relating to the Spaniſh Garri ſons) cannot but taiſe 


Affair that was properly their own, though ſuch 


| Allies 
— —— — | — — 
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Allies ſhall judge to be moſt convenient, will always 
© be moſt juſt, without any Regard to Things or 
6 Perſons, © | 


His Imperial Majeſty likewiſe repreſents to the Ger- 


manick Body, as a Merit to Himſelf, © | that the 
Fear of being abandon'd by his Ally, the King of 
© Spain, was not capable of making him take the 
© leaſt Step that could prejudice his Dignity and That 
© of the Empire. | 

The Court of Vienna did not content Themſelves, 
like ſome other Politicians, with ſhewing their Re- 
ſentments in Words and Appearances only; but actu- 
ally pour'd a large Army into Itah, with Orders to 
oppoſe the Execution of the Treaty, and found Means 
to maintain Them there all the following Summer, 


notwithſtanding the Suggeſtions of the Court-Party, 


and the wiſe Precautions We took, by an + 4& of 

Parliament, to prevent the Subje&s of this King- 

dom from lending Him any Money. 9 
When the Allies of Seville found the Emperor in 


Earneſt, and fully determined to ſtand upon his 


Defence, They began to halt and beat a Parley. 
The Cabinets of Europe were again employed in 
framing Expedients ; Couriers were continually paſ- 


ſing from Court to Court; and the publick Prints 


amus'd us with nothing but new Plans, or new Re- 

ports of Accommodation; whillt a large Fleet lay in 

the Road of Barcelona, and a numerous Body of 

Land Forces were aſſembled on the neighbouring 

Coaſts, ready to embark, upon the firſt Notice, for 

the intended Expedition. But his Imperial Majeſty 
h Go having 


ao. 


+ Hiſtorical Regiſter, Vol. 15. p. 134. Þ See An Ad 
to prohibite his Majeſty Subjects to lend any Sums of Mo- 
ney to any foreign Prince, State, or Potentate, &c. in the 
Year 1732, 5 EW Das 
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having rejected all the Prophfitions made to Him; 


for acceding to the Treaty of Seville, and ſeeming de- 
termin'd to abide Extremities, rather than conſent 
to their Meaſures; that Summer wore out in Ne- 


gotiation only, and the Spaniſh Armada retired to 


their Harbours, without any Action, like our Fleet 
at Spithead the Year before. ho 

he Introduction of Don Carlos, with Spaniſo 
Troops into Tal, being thus protracted, the Per- 


formance of the Articles, in our Favour, was like- 


wiſe ſuſpended. The Spaniards not only continued 
the Blockade of Gibralter, in the moſt rigorous 
Manner, ſo as to cut off all Communication with 
the Country; but likewiſe projected fome new Works 
for more our Ships in the Bay, which have 
been ſince finiſhed. Inſtead of making our Mer- 
chants any immediate Reparation, by Virtue of that 


Priority in the Treaty, which the Court-IPriters diſ- 


covered, They did not ſo much as nominate Com- 


mmiſſaries, on their Part, for adjuſting thoſe Loſſes ; 


and ſeem'd to think Themſelves free from all En- 
gagements towards us, till the Stipulations, in Fa- 


vour of Don Carlos, were effectually put in Executi- 


Thus did Affairs continue in a doubtful Situation 


between Peace and War, as they had continued for 
ſeveral Years paſt, till the Seaſon of Parliament in 


Great Britain came round again; That is, till the 
Beginning of the Lear 1731. about which Time 


à private Negotiation at Vienna, between Great 


Britain and the Emperor, began to get Air, and 


Was firſt hinted to the Publick in the famous 
HAU LzTTEr, printed in the + Craftſman ; 


which having ſince received a judicial Cenſure, I 
1 | e 


% 


9 Craftſman, Numb. 235. Sat. Jen. 2. 1730-1. 
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am not at Liberty to quote, tho' it would be of j 
great Uſe to my preſent Purpoſe ; but as it was 1 


chiefly built on the 4th Article of the Hanover Trea- 1 
ty, and the bad Conſequences which might attend 1 
any Breach of it, I muſt content my ſelf with laying 
that Article before the Reader. It runs in the fol- 
lowing Terms, viz. . _ „ 

44 And as the ſaid three moſt ſerene Kings are re- 


© ſglved to bind more and more cloſely the ſtrict U- 


nion that ſubſiſts amongſt Them, by all. poſſible 
© Tokens of good Faith and mutual Confidence, They 
have reciprocally agreed, not only to enter into 
no Treaty, Alliance, or Engagement whatever, which 
may in any Manner whatever be contrary to the 
Intereſts of each other; but even faithfully to com- 
municate to each other the Propoſals that may be 
made to Them, and not to take, upon what may 
be propoſed, any Reſolution, otherwiſe than in 
Concert together, and after a joint Examination of 
what may conduce to their common Intereſts, and 
be proper for maintaining the Balance of Europe, 
which is ſo neceſſary to be preſerv'd for the Good 
of the general Peace. | 
In leſs than three Months after the Hague Letter 
was publiſhed, a Treaty of Peace and Alliance 


Was actually concluded at Vienna between the Em- 


peror arid the King of Great Britain, in which the 
States Gene al were likewiſe included; but neither 
France nor Spain were ſo much as mentioned in it; 
which ſeem'd to be ſomewhat extraordinary as to 
the latter, at leaſt, ſince the Introduction of Spaniſi 
Garriſons into Tah, with the Emperor's Conſent, 
made one of the principal Stipulations of this neu 
| Daun 


t collection of Treaties, Vol, 4+ P. 149. Craftſman, = 
Vol. 7. P. 223. . | ; 


* 


_ 


Drs = 


| EF Rouſſet, Tom, 2 p. 343. 400. Edit, 


Treaty ; hay; what is ſtill more ſurpriſing, it was 


with extreme Difficulty that They were brought in- 


to it at laſt, and even then, not without inſiſting 
on ſeveral Alterations in the Act f Approbation; 


one of which, if I do not forget, was, that the In- 
troduction of Don Carlos, with 6000 Spaniſb ng: a 
into Itah, ſhould be effectuated PREVIOUSLY to the 


Execution of any Engagements on their Part, how- 


ever they might ſtand pron in the Treaty of Se- 
ville; which, by the Way, was concluded above a 
Tear and an Half before. The Dutch were ſtill more 
backward in their Acceſſion, and did not accede, at 


laſt, without ſome +. wisz RESTRICTIOoNS. As for 
the Court of France, They were ſo far from liſten- 
© Ing to any Solicitations on this Head, that They 


exerted their utmoſt Endeavours to prevent the Con- 


currence of Spain. Nay, They expreſt ſuch a Re- 


ſentment, both againſt the Treaty itſelf, and the 
Manner of negotiating it, that we apprehended no- 


thing leſs than an Invaſion from Dunkirk, where 


ſome Troops were aſſembled. This ſtruck us, all 
on a Sudden, with ſuch a Terror, that the Coaſts 
of Kent were immediately cover'd with Regiments 
of Horſe, Foot, and Dragoons, who were order'd 
to march thither, with the utmoſt Precipitation, 
from all Parts of the Kingdom; and the FluQuati- 


on, which ſuch an Alarm naturally occaſioned in our 


STOCKS, afforded the Caterpillars of the Ale) a plen- 
tiful Harveſt. = 
However, theſe Apprehenſious being ſoon diſſi- 


pated, Sir Charles Wager was again diſpatch'd to 
the Coaſts of Spain, with a large Squadron of Eng- 


liſh Ships in order to wait upon Don Carlos and the 


Spaniſh Troops to his new Dominions. The Ad- 


miral 


— . 


miral Ship was a out in a moſt ſplendid and 


— fe 4s 


—— — 


coſtly Manner, for the Reception of his SkRENE 
HiochNESSsNH but, after a Courſe of pompous Com- 
pliments and Viſits between the Commander of the 
Spainiſh Fleet, and our Admiral, upon his Arrival 
at Cadiz, and the ſame Honours having been after- 
wards paid him at the Court of Seville, his Catho- 
lick Majeſty was pleaſed to diſcharge him from the 
Trouble of taking Don Carlos under his Care, and 
required no more at his Hands than to convoy 
the Spainiſh Troops to Itah, in Conjunction with his 
own Admiral. The combin'd Fleet accordingly 
ſet Sail from Barcelona in Oclober 1731, and arrived 
at Leghorn the 26th of that Month. 

As ſoon as the Court of Spain received Intelli- 
gence that their Forces were ſafely landed, and that 
* every Thing, relating to the Introduction of Spaniſh 
Garriſons in Tuſcany, was finiſhed, the young Prince 
was ſent after them by Land, as far as Antibes ; for 
They choſe to let Him travel thro France, rather 
than accept of thoſe magnificent Accommodations, 
which had been * for Him and his Retinue, 
on Board our Squadron, at ſo great an Expence. 
His Highneſs arrived at f Leghorn the 27th of Dec. 
following, and was received there with all poſſible 
Marks of Joy and Reſpect; eſpecially by the Eng- 


Tiſh Factory, who erected a triumphal Arch in Honour of 


the Day. Soon after This, his Majeſty received a 
Letter from the Dutcheſs Dowager of Parma, Guar- 
dian to Don Carlos, wherein + ſhe acquaints his Majeſty 
with the due and happy Accompliſhment of that * 

| ion, 


* 


— 
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» See the London Gazzettes for the Month of Nov. 1731. | 
F Ib. Jan. 1. 1731-2. 
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ſion, deſiring his Majeſty's Acceptauce of a F Mrpal 


ftrut# upon this Occaſion, and expreſſing her Senſe of 
his Majeſty's Friendſhip to the Royal Infant Duke as 


well as'to Herſelf; and of the great Share that his 


Majeſty hath had in this mpokTanT Event. 

About the ſame Time, Admiral Wager receiv- 
ed a Preſent of the King of Spain's Picture ſet with 
Diamonds, to a great Value, for his Services in 
that glorious Expedition. | 


4 


Da: Carlos being thus eſtabliſhed in his new 


Dominions, to the Satisfaction of their Catholick 


Majeſties, at our Expence, the miniſterial Writers 
began to raiſe their Creſts again, and promiſed us 
all that our Hearts could with from the Court of 


* Spain, in Return for ſuch high Obligations. 
But before I proceed to the Effects of theſe Tranſ- 


actions, I muſt make a few Remarks on another 

Article of the Vienna Treaty. - | 
For as the Emperor conſented to this Introduc- 

tion of Spainiſh Garriſons into Tuſcany and Parma, 


which he ſeem'd ſo reſolutely determin'd to oppoſe 
with all his Might but a Year before, it muſt be 
concluded, that He likewiſe obtained ſome favo- 


rite Point for Himſelt; and That was our Guaranty 


of the PRaGmartIck SANCTION ; the very Point, which 


was mark' d out and foretold by the Country Writers, 
as the only Term, upon which We ſhould be able 
to purchaſe the Acceſſion of his Imperial Majeſty to 
the Treaty of Seville, This was juſt hinted at be- 
fore; but I muſt now beg Leave to cite the Paſage 

| | * 


F It was ſaid that this Medal contain'd the Effigies of 
Don Carlos on one Side, with this Inſcription, Carolus I. 


 Borbonius-Parneſius, novys. Dux, Parme & Placentia; and 


on the Reverſe, 2 l Crom upon a Carpet, with this 
Device, Mox veniet. een eee 


* 


* 


3 


at large, with the Author's Sentiments upon -ſuch 


an Expedient. 

f © But it will be ſaid, perhaps, that We are 
© brought into no Danger of a War with the Empe- 
© yor ; that our wiſe Miniſters have a Reſerve ſtill in 
© their Power, and can make a Peace with his Impe- 
* rial Majeſty, whenever They pleaſe ; that to effect 
* it, nothing more will be neceſſary than to give our 
© Guaranty to the Diſpoſition, whatever it be, which 
© his Imperial Majeſty hath made, or ſhall make of 
© the Auſtrian Dominions. „ 

* Such an Expedient as This would, I doubt not; 
© be ſoon paſg'd (if the immediate Danger of a Var 
© preſs'd upon us) by 75% who think of nothing 
more than how to get over, by annual Expedients, 
© the annual Difficulties They bring Themſelves un- 
der; without any Regard to the continual Charge 
and frequent Loſſes, which the Nation is obliged 
to ſupport, by their Management, or to the dan- 
* gerous Conſequences of their Meaſures. But Men, 
* who think on wiſer and honeſter Principles, would 
© look on fuch a Guaranty as a Method of Cure very 


little preferable to the Diſeaſe it (elf. 


His Imperial Majeſty hath indeed given bis Gua- 
© ranty to the Succeſſion of our Crown, eſtabliſh'd 
© in the preſent Royal Family; but there would be 
© no Parity between ſuch a Guaranty as This, and 
© the Guaranty of a Succeſſion, the Nature of which 
© may be known by the Pragmatick Sanctions, but 
© the Deſcent of which into any particular Family 
© cannot be foreſeen, 

Who could anſwer, in this Caſe, that We might 
not give our Guaranty even to the aggrandizing of 
© Don Carlos, which is an Event our Politicians have 

| | expreſs d 
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c expreſs'd their CE of in the ſtrongeſt 


Terms, although They ſeem at preſent a little bet- | £7 
© ter reconciled to it? 5 ET 
© Who could foreſee the numberleſs Miſchicfs, of Li 
© which ſuch a Diſpoſition of the Auſtrian Dominions 
© might be productive, it his Inperial Majeſty ſhould wi 
© die without Iſſue nale? What Claſhing of Intereſts | © 
© might there not be, even in the Imperial Family, _ 

© as well as in every Part of the Ermpire? To get © 
© clear of a War with Spain, We expoſe our ſelves | 
© to a War which may commence in ah, and wl 
< ſpread much farther. . By the Expedient now ſuppo- 
© ſed, We might get clear of an immediate War in du 
© 7taly ; but We ſhould ſtand in Danger of being in- 
- © yolved, a little ſooner, or a little later, in a War 
© which may diſtract Germany as much, and laſt as ſet 
© Jong as That of 1618. and kindle its Fires all over An 
 _— | 
| The Author of the Enquiry reaſon'd, upon the ſame 2 
Principles, againſt our Guaranty of the Pragmatick 
Sanction, about two Years before, and applauded his ja 
late Majeſty's Wiſdom for refuſing it, in the follow- | Fe 
ing Words. © Certainly, no one can think but that th 
it was wiſely and happily judg'd to refuſe a Guas | ®! 
© -anty Which might have been attended with ſo fa- de 
4 tal Conſequences; for as the Emperor's Children are | * 
7 © now Females only, and the Influence of that Suc- | $8” 
c ceſs upon Europe muſt depend upon the Marriages | ch 
© of theſe Females ; and as no one then knew to what | 
© Princes they might be hereafter married, it was 
© wiſe in his Majeſty, not to oblige himſelf to ſup- 
© port a Succeſſion, which might poſſibly, by ſome fu- 8 
ture Marriages, become formidable to the reſt of 
Europe, and fatal in the End to Britain itſelf. * 
This was the Language of the Court, and the Do- 
Arine of the Enquiry, at the Beginning of the Year 
| | | | 1727. 
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1727. in order to juſtify the Treaty of Hanover, and 


the Meaſures that had been taken againſt the Allies of 


Vienna. 1 mult therefore beg Leave to recommend one 


_ Conſideration to the Author of that memorable Treatiſe ; 


who ſcem'd to be very angry, about five Years ago, with 
an Obſervation, * that he had been given up, in every 
material Article, by BorH ParTits, and complained 


of it as groundleſs. This Complaint, among other 
Reaſons, produced a f Reply from the Gentleman 


who made the' Objervatiou; and it was generally 


thought, that he ſupported it very fully, by an In- 


duction of Particulars, as to the main Points then 
in Diſpute ; I mean, the ſeveral Articles of the ſecret 


offenfive Treaty of Vienna, which was ſo ſtrongly aſ- 


ſerted in the Enquiry ; for it did not then enter into 
any Body's Imagination, that We ſhould ever con- 
ſent to the Introduction of SPANISH GARRISONS into 
Itah, or become Guaranties of the PrRacmarics 
SAancTiIONn. But ſince the Viciſſitude of human A 
fairs, the Huctuation of Power, and the Revolution of 
Politicks, have brought theſe Things to pals, I leave 
the Gentleman to determine, in his own Breaſt, 
whether He is not now effectually given up in every ma- 


terial Article, which he either afſerted, or juſtify'd in 
that Book. I am willing to believe Him a Man of 


great Sincerity, and that he was ledinto Error merely 
through Mſi ſiuformat ion; but ſince his Book was ſer 
forth by Authority, as a Sort of political Canon, 
which the People were ro receive for their Rule of 
Faith, and hath been' made the Foundation of all 
our Diſputes, for ſeveral Years together, it ceftainly 
behoves him to review it once more, and compare it 
with our late Meaſures, as becomes a candid —_— 

and 
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and à Lover of Truth. But This is only by Way 
of Digreſſion. Let us now proceed to other Mat- 
ters, according to the Method laid down. 

It muſt be confeſs'd, that this Treaty of Vienna 
prevented an immediate War, and ſerved to keep 
Things together for ſome Time; but it was far 
from eſtabliſhing a firm and laſting Peace; for, to 
ſpeak in the ſofteſt Terms, there hath been a remark- 
able Coldneſs between Us and France ever ſince; and 
the Preparations in the Ports of Spain for equipping 
another Armament, the very next Spring, ſeem'd to 
give our Miniſters ſuch an Alarm, that a Fleet was 

fitted out here likewiſe in a great. Hurry, and ren- 
dezvouz d at the Nore, where it continued for ſome 
Time, under the Command of Sir George Walton. 
This, I ſay, ſeem'd to intimate that our Court had 
ſome Jealouſy of the Deſign of the Spaniards; for as 
ſoon as certain Intelligence arrived, that they were 
landed near Oran, the Admiral was ordered to ſtrike 
his Flag, and the Ships return'd to their Harbours. 

. Immediately after This, the minifterial Preſs was 
delivered of another Pamphlet, intitled, * the natural 
Probability of a laſting Peace in Europe.; from whence 
it is neceſſary to quote a few Paſſages. 

He begins with telling us, that + © We enjoy at pre- 
© ſent the moſt perfect, univerſal and eſtabliſhed Tran- 
© quillity. We behold not only Great Britain at Peace, 
© and on the moſt amicable Terms, with all her Neigh- 
© bours, but all her Neighbours are at the ſame Time 
© diſpoſed in, the ſtrongeſt Manner, to live' well with 
© each other. We are not only happy in a geod Un- 
derſtanding with other Nations, but thoſe Nations 
© likewiſF are without Quarrels and Diſputes among 
: | Nen 


2 


* Printed for Petle, in the Lear 1732. Ib. P. 2. 
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| . | 
* Themſelves ; ſo that as we have no Proſpect of War; 


© or Cantention, by Differences of our own, neither 


* are We likely to be drawn into Danger by the 


* Dilagreements, the Ruptures, or Commutions of o- 


© thers. 


This, one would think, was ſufficient in all Con- 
ſcience ; but He explains our Happineſs more parti- 
cularly in the next Paragraph. 55 f 

This moſt advantageous Situation, ſays He, is 
what We have very ſeldom ſeen, what We hope 
will long continne, and what We conecive to be 
* ſecured by the moſt effeflual, the beſt contrived 
Means in the World, We cannot look back to any 
* particular Period, within a long Courſe of Time, 
* when Europe was bleſt with ſuch univerſal Quiet, 
and with ſuch reaſonable Hopes of, its long extend- 
© ed Duration. Almoſt every Peace that hath been 


© made in Europe, ſince the Reſtoration of Charles 


© II. ſeems to have been in its Nature, as well as in 
© its Conſequence, no better than a ſhore Ceſſation 
© of Arms; and whoever. looks into the Treaties, 


© which were deſigned to compoſe the Quarrels of 


© Princes then at Variance, may ealily ſee their Dif- 


© ferences far from being finiſhed, and thoſe 0 5 Twi 


© Differences big with new Calamities. But We have 
© now the Happineſs to ſee the PLan of Powtx ſo 


< well delign'd, the Limits ſo well bounded, and ſo- 


© ſtrongly fenc'd, the ſeveral Princes of Europe ſo 


© well ſatisfy'd with their veſpective Conditions, ſa 


© powerfully diſpoſed to live peaceably within Them- 
© ſelves, and ſo very far from being either intereſted, 
© or inclined to make Encroachments on their Neigh- 
* bours, that We may indulge all thoſe Pleaſures 
© which good Minds are capable of conceiving on 
© ſo agreeable a Praſpect; ſince no Seaſon ever beheld 
© a Peace more univerſal, nor did any Conjuncture of 

8 5 „ 


Dr 
——— * 


AGEs” 
* 
wy, wa * 


> Fee 


—— — 


A r 


P 
— * — 
__— 2 


8 6, 
. 2 > * 


, OE” — 
F. be + $50 i N 
N . 8 * 


——— 


| 60 | 

© Aﬀairsever promiſe a Peace more eſtabliſhed and laſt: 
ing. FR 5 

Some Remarks upon this Piece were immediately 


publiſhed in the * Craftſman; particularly on the 


New PlAN or Pow, ſo highly extoll'd in the 
foregoing Paragraph. | | 
This Writer profeſs'd Himſelf ready to acknow- 


ledge, that © almoſt every Peace ſinee the Reſtorati- 


© on. (and eſpecinlly for SEVERAL Years PAST) feems 
© to have heen in its Nature, as well as in its Con- 
© ſequence, no. better than a sxokT CESSATION OF 
ARM. He likewiſe confeſs'd, that. the PAN or 
© PowrR in Europe, was certainly altered by two 
* fundamental Articles of our late Treaties, vix. the 
Introduction of Don Carlos into Itah, and the Gua- 
© ranty of the Pragmatick Sanc lion. But He was 
very far from agreeing with this Reaſoner upon Proba- 
bilities, that it had laid the Foundation of an uni- 
ver ſal and eſtabliſhed Peace; ſince it was well known 
that the Court of France was fo far from diſcovering 
any Diſpoſition to guaranty the Pragmatick Sanction, 
that it was undoubtedly their Intereſt to oppoſe it; 
that They had actually oppoſed tt already, as far as 
They could do in the Way of Negotiation ; and that, 
in all Probability, They would oppoſe it by Force, 
whenever the Contingency ſhould happen. He 
likewiſe expreſs'd' the ſame Apprehenſion from the 
new Settlement of Don Carlos, with Regard to the 
Tranquillity of Europe, and ask d the following re- 
markable Queſtions upon it. May not the IrALI- 
* an Dowinioxs furnifh a Bone of Contention be- 
© tween Germany and Spain, in Times to come, as 
*- Flanders hath already done between France and the 
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© Great Britain in a War to ſupport her Engage- 
* ments. . . 
The Court Author beforementioned, (That is, Mr; 
Walfngham) was pleaſed to give theſe Queſtions a 
ly in his next Fre? Briton, and treated it as a 
ridiculous Suppoſition, that France and Spain ſhould 
© join in Arms againſt the Pragmatick Sanitiovw, The 
© Intereſts of France and Spain (fays He) are fo far 


_ © incompatible, in this Affair, that the Pope and the 


© Turk might as well be expected to join in a War 
for the utter Subverſion of the Proteſtant Religion. 


He adds, by Way of Interrogation, *© | if the 


© Crown of Spain had any Claims, any Demands, 
© upon the Emperor in ah, can it be thought that 
This would unite the French and Spaniards toge- 
© ther? Would the Court of France think it 
© worth their Trouble even to take away Power from 
© the Houſe of Auſtria, if it were meerly to add to 
© the Spaniſh Power? Or, are not the French and 
© Spaniards naturally as jealous of each other, as either 
© of Them can be of the Houſe of Auſtria? — And 
© can it then be thought that They will ever Unite, 
© when their Intereſts always muſt be different? 
What an excellent Head muſt bi Man have ta 
reaſon upon Probabilities, and judge of future Contin- 
gencies, who ſeems altogether ignorant of aclual E- 
vents ? For it was viſible to every Body of common 
Diſfcernment, that an Union between France and Spain 
was very far advanced even at the Time when He 
publiſhed this Song of Triumph; and indeed had 
been growing up ever ſince the Treaty of Se 
pn ries 1 which 
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© States General ? May not 1200 Pretenfions prove the 
Means of uniting Frauce and Spain, and involve 
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which naturally produced it, as the Country Writer? 
juſtly obſerved, by: diſſolving the Alliance between 
Spain and the Emperor. He likewiſe ſeems to have 
forgot a certain Obſervation of his old Acquaint- 
ance, RocER Manrttr Eſq; ſome Years before, con- 

cerning the _ of SPAIN, viz. ©* that as ſhe is 
© 4 Princeſs of Spixrr and Ams1r1ON, ſhe carried her 
© Views yet farther, being very deſirous to make her 
© Son ſole Monarch of Lomsanpy.'* Now, if This 
is the true Character of her Catholick Majeſty, let me 
ask our profound Politician, whether paving the Way 
for Don Carlos, ſo far as we have done, could poſſibly 
have any natural Teudency to check her Ambition; or 


whether ſhe could take a more probable Method of 


ratifying her farther Views, than by uniting with 

RANCE on a proper Opportunity? But I am 
aſhamed to comment any farther on a Piece which 
appeared abſurd enough of itſelf when it was firſt 
publiſhed, and hath been lately ridicuPd- in ſo f hand- 
ſom a Manner. I ſhal] therefore cloſe this Head 
with an Obſervation or two, which naturally reſult 
from the State of the Caſe, - _ | 
The precedent Tranſactions are ſufficient to teach 
us how neceſſary it is for Miniſters and Governors of 
Kingdoms, which have any main Intereſt at Stake, or 
any great Point at Heart, to keep it conſtantly in 


View, and to purſue it with inflexible Reſolution. 


By theſe Means, We ſee, the Court of Spain hath at 
length effectuated the Succeſſion of Don Carlos to the 
Tu ſcan Dominions, through infinite Obſtacles; and, 
if We may believe the miniſterial Writers, againſt the 


Intereſts and Inclinations of all the Powers in Europe. 


By the ſame Means his Imperial Majeſty hath, in a 


Manner, 
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Manner, extorted our Guaranty of the Pragmatick 


Sanction, which his late and his preſent Majeſty 


thought fit to refuſe ſo long. I ſincerely wiſh, that 


I had any Opportunity of congratulating my own 


Country on the ſame happy Iflue of our Negotiati- 
ons, with Reſpe& to thoſe eſſential Points about which 
We have been contending for ſo many Years, and at 
ſo much Expence ; but though the ſame Aſſiduity 
hath, no Doubt, been employed, and the ſame con- 
ſtant invariable Regard hath been paid to our Inte- 
. reſts, it does not yet appear, that they have been 


crown'd with the ſame Succeſs. It is true, indeed, 
that his Imperial Majeſty hath at length conſented to 
aboliſh the Oſtend Company, and all Trade to the Eaſt 
Indiei from the Auſtrian Netherlands; but this hath 


been confeſs'd, on both Sides, to be the leaſt material 


Article with Regard to Us; and every Body knows, 
that i: _— have been effectually ſuppreſs'd at firſt, 

le not worth mentioning, in Compariſon 
to thoſe immenſe Sums which it hath ſince coſt us. 


Beſides, I obſerved before, that the Buſtle We have 


made about this Trade hath ſet almoſt every Narion 
upon Schemes of the fame Kind; and that even the 
Emperor Himſelf is now purſuing a Plan for carrying 


it on in ſome other Part of the World not prohibited 


by Treaty. Our principal Points therefore arc, the 
undiſturb'd Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar and the Iſland of 
Minorca, the Freedom of Commerce, and Reparation 


to our plunder d Merchants. As to the firſt, I can- 


nct poſlibly conceive how our Right to the Poſſeſſion 


of theſe Places can be ſaid to be effectually aſcertain d 


and ſecur'd, when the very Treaty, upon which the 
Spaniards ground their Pretenſions to them, is recall'd 


and confirm'd in all the ſubſequent Treaties, by which 
We are told they have renounc'd thoſe Pretenfions ; 
eſpecially when it is farther conſidered, that They 


have 
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have conſtantly refuſed to renounce Them ſpeci ficat- 
ya and have even given us the moſt ocular Demon- 
tration of their Intentions, by erecting Forts and o- 


ther military Works to annoy our Gatriſon, as well 
as our Ships in the Bay. The Freedom of Commerce 


and Reparation to our Merchants are fo cloſely inter- 


woven together, that they may be properly conſi- 
der'd under one Head ; and what hath been done up- 
pon This? Why, the Time limited by the Treaty 
ol Seville, for the Examination and Deciſion of that 

 Afﬀair, expired, without any Thing being ſettled. 
Another Term of three Tears was then agreed upon; 
above one Near of which is already elapſed,” and I do 
not hear that the Merchants have yet received any 
Satisfaction. But as the Commiſſaries on our Part arc 
now return'd, and the Parliament is juſt upon the 
Point of mecting, We ſhall ſoon know what they 
have done; and I heartily with that a certain Gentle- 
man's Prediction in the Houſe of Commons, when 
the Treaty of Seville came farit under Deliberation 
there, may not be verity'd, viz. that the Execution of 
this Commiſſion would coft the Nation more than. the 
Merchants would ever get by it. — F therefore 
We have not effectually inſiſted on either of theſe 
great Points, whilſt the deareft Intereſt of Spain re- 
main'd in Suſpence, and muſt have remain'd fo with- 
out our Aſſiſtance, how can We expect to obtain 
them, when We have given tha: Pledge out of our 
o_ Hands, and Spain ſtands no longer in Need of 
S? 


But it will be ſaid, perhaps; (nay, it hath been 
ſaid in Effect already) that We could not purchaſe 
Peace at too dear a Rate, as our Circumſtances then 
ſtood ; and that We had better yield to any Terms, 

than plunge the Nation into a War. If This was 
3 | | 1 our 
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our Caſe, I ſhould be glad to know why the ſame 
Conſiderations did not prevail long before; for, if 
We had undertaken to effectuate the Introduction of 


Don Carlos, with Spaniſh Garriſons into Itah, at the 


muc 
no Occaſion to throw themſelves into the Arms of 


the Emperor; and if we had been happy enough, at 


the ſame Time, to diſcover, that the Guaranty of the 
Pragmatick Sanction was only a Bugbear that frigh- 
ten'd us without any Reaſon, there is no Room to 
ſuppoſe that the Emperor would not have comply'd 
with the Demands of the Spaniards, upon that Con- 
dition, as readily as He hath done fince. In this 


Caſe, I ſay, Great Britain would not only have ſav- 


ed an infinite,Expence in ſending out ſo many navał 


Armaments to all Parts of the World, keeping up o- 


reign Armies, and paying foreign Subfidies, with all 
their neceſſary Concomitants at home, but might like- 


wile have carried on her Commerce without Interrup- 


tion, or ſuch a continued Series of Depredations as 
our Merchants have ſuffer d for many Years paſt. 
Nay, if our Miniſters had happen'd to make all theſe 
wiſe Diſcoveries at the Congreſs of Soiſſons, or even 
when the Treaty of Seville was in Agitation, We 
might have avoided ſome Part of theſe Expences and 
Calamities ; for it is directly ſaid in the Anſwer to 
the Imperial Decree againſt that Treaty, publiſhed at 


Ratisbon, and ſaid to be written by the French Mini- 
ſer, © * that the Court of Vienna did, in ſome Mea- 


© ſure, put the Allies of Hanover in the Way of the 
© Negotiation, which now fills Them with Indigna- 
ES tion 
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tion and Reſentment ; and that nothing hath been 
© done, but what the Emperor was very ready to do 
© Himſelf, had cxrxTain Conpitions eſſential to the 
© Intereſts of nis Housz been comply'd with. 

But our greateſt Misfortune is, that the very Mea- 
ſures We choſe to take for obtaining a laſting Peace, 
are likely to involve us in a general War; and, what 
is ſtill worſe, after we have ſpent ſo many Millions 
of Money, ſuffered ſo many grievous Loſſes in our 
Trade, and made ſuch large Conceſſions, in order to 
avoid it. This is what the Country Party have long 
ago foretold, and I am heartily ſorry to find their 
Predictions ſo nearly accompliſhed ; for it appears 


very plainly, from the foregoing Deduction, to what 


Cauſes the preſent Commotions in Europe are really 
owing, I mean, to the Treaty of Seville, which o- 
pened a Way for the Spaniards into Italy, and to the 
laſt Treaty of Vienna, which compleated the Union 
between France and Spain, as the other laid a Foun- 
dation for it, by ſeparating Spain from the Empe- 


or. 


How ridiculous therefore is it to argue, as ſome 


'Men do, that the preſent War in Europe was occaſi- 
oned meerly by the accidental Death of the late 


King of Poland, which no human Wiſdom could fore 


' ſee? It may be ſaid, indeed, that the Demiſe of 


that Prince was the immediate Occaſion of the Flame's 


| burſting out; but the combuſtible Matter was laid 


long before, and the leaſt Spark was ſufficient to ſet 
Fire to the Train, The Vacancy of the Throne 


of Poland happened to come firſt in the Way, but 


any other Accident in Europe would have had juſt 
the ſame Effect. 


The Court of Vienna was ſo far from imputing the 
pre ſent War to the Death of Auguſtus, that They re- 


preſented 


oy L697 
preſented the © Poliſß Election as an Handle only 
© for putting thoſe Defigns in Execution, which France 


© had meditated long before the Throne of Poland 


* 


became vacant. We, 5 

Beſides, it ought to be conſidered, that although 
the particular Year, Month, or Day, on which King 
Auguſtus would die, could not be foreſeen; yet it is 
well known that He was above threeſcore Tears of Age, 
and in a very infirm State of Health. No wiſe People 
therefore would care to pay for an Annuity of Peace 
upon ſach a Liſe ; and We ought, at leaſt, to have 
been ſecured againſt a Contingency, which could not 
be very far oft, according to the ordinary Courſe of 
Nature. But Contingencies are Things which ſome 
Men ſeem intirely to neglect. They conſider only 
the preſent Time; and it They can but make a Shift 
to put off the Evil for a Day, They ſeldom take any 
Thought for the Morrow. | 

I know it will be ſaid, (as it hath been ſaid be- 
fore, upon other Occaſions) that * the Judgment 


from the Event of Things merely is not the Judgment of 


Reason. I grant that it is not merely ſo ; eſpecial- 
ly when We ſpeak of fortuitous Events, which God 


only can foreſee; though the Court Party have often 
founded their Triumphs upon ſuch Accidents ; and 1 


will yenture to affirm, that no Men were ever more 
lucky in that Particular. But the Events We ſpeak 
of, at preſent, are only ſuch as low from natural 


Cauſes; in the Foreſight of which all political Miſ- 


dom conſiſts. I believe the Gentlemen on the Coun- 


try Side do not pretend to any ſupernatural Light, or 


Gifts 


— — 


* See the Remarks on the Motives of the French King's 
Reſolntions. 3 


+ Defence of the Enquiry, p. 35. 
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Gifts of Divination; and yet That muſt be the Caſe; 


if all the Events, which they have foretold, are mere- 


ly accidental. If They had judg'd right upon one or 
two Points only, it might have been. imputed to 
Gueſs-work, or Chance; but to be juſtified in their 
Opinion of publick Tranſactions, for ſeven or eight 
Years together, by the Conſcquences of them; in al- 


moſt every Particular, is certainly owing to ſome- 


thing more than a-mere Run of Luck, and can pro- 


cced from nothing but a right Judgment of Cauſes 
and Effetts. | 


But it may be ſaid again, of what Uſe is it at 


preſent, to tell us that one Set of Gentlemen had more 


Sagacity and Foreſight than another? The Events 
of our late Tranſactions are now viſible to every Bo- 
dy ; the Nation is in Danger; and what is to be 
done? This, indeed, is a proper Queſtion ; but the 
Anſwer is not ſo caſy. Things ſeem to be brought 
zo ſuch a Paſs, that I wiſh it may not puzzle the a- 
bleſt Heads in England to extricate us, with Honour, 
out of that Labyrinth of Engagements in which We 
Are unhappily involved. IE) 

We find ourſelves oblig'd, by ſeveral Treaties, to 
aſſiſt the Emperor, if He ſhould be attack'd; and it 
is ſaid, that we have been already call'd upon to 
perform theſe Engagements. . 

By the Treaty of Seville, we are ty'd down, in 


the ſtrongeſt Manner, to ſecure Don Carlos in the 


Poſſeſſion of his Italian Dominions for ever, againſt all 
 Evantrs. His Catholick Majeſty alludes very plainly 

to this Engagement in his late complai ſant Memorial to 
the King of Great Britain ; where He acknowledges 


the generous Part, which his Majeſty hath acted 
with Regard to Don Carlos, | 
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And if it ſhould be true, as 2 Rumour flies a- 
bout, that the Plan of Operations, which the 


French are now purſuing in Itah, was firſt chalk'd 
out by Us, in Caſe the Emperor ſhould not make 


good his Engagements to Spain; what Part can We 


poſſibly take in theſe Diſputes, without wounding our 
Honaur, or betraying our Intereſt ? : 

If it ſhould be likewiſe true, as I have heard it 
whiſper'd, that We promis'd France our Aſſiſtance, 
about four Tears ago, to reſtore King Staniſlaus to the 
'Throne of Poland, whenever Auguſtus ſhould die, 
and that our Miniſter was even order'd to co-ope- 
rate with the French Miniſter for that Purpoſe; if 
This, I ſay, is true, and We ſhould have ſince given 
the Emperor any Encouragement to oppoſe the Ele- 
ction of that Prince, how are We to act upon the 
preſent Occaſion ? 

In ſhort, which ever Way We turn ourſelves, or 


whatever Side We take, if We take any, We ſhall 


not only involve ourſelves in a dangerous and expen- 


five War, but likewiſe incur the Reproach and Re- 


ſentment of one Side or the other, ſince both of Them 
think Themſelves intitled to our Aſſiſtance. 

If,. to avoid theſe Difficulties, We chooſe a State 
of abſolute Neutrality, and leave the oppoſite Powers 
to diſpute their own Quarrel among Themſelves, the 


Conſequence may be fatal to Europe, and at length 


involve Us in the common Calamity. | 

The Queſtion therefore recurs, what is to be done? 
Or is any Thing to be done? Ought we to involve 
ourſelves in a Var, in which We have no particular 


Quier, and run the Hazard of ſeeing Europe become 
a Prey to the Arms of the Conqueror? For 


my Part, I cannot pretend to anſwer theſe Queſti- 


Ons - 


Or ſhall We fit down in 
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ons; and the preſent Situation of Affairs is ſurroun- 
ded with ſo many Difficulties on every Side, that I 


believe the wiſeſt Man in England, as I ſaid before, 


would be at a Loſs to judge what is moſt expedient 
in ſuch a Crifis. But one Thing ſeems to be yery ob- 


vious ;_ that thoſe Perſons, who have intangled us in 


the preſent Difficulties, are the molt unlikely to work 
us out of them again ; for how can They ſpeak to 
foreign Courts with that Dignity and Authority 
which are neceſſary upon ſuch an Occaſion, when 
They have already dealt with every one of Them, 
and diſoblig'd Them all in their Turns? It is not 
therefore {urprizing to hear ſach Men crying out for 
Help, or to ſee Them ready to catch at any Hint, 
in-order to juſtify their future Meaſures by the Sen- 


timents and Characters of Thoſe whom They affect 
to deſpiſe. CE | 


When the Ship is really in Danger, all Hands 
uſt be at Work; and every Man will naturally 
3 for his own Sake, to prevent her ſink- 


ing; but, in the preſent Caſes it is neceſſary to 


know our whole Danger, before any Gentleman will 
venture to give his Opinion upon it. There may be 
many more ſecret Engagements, or Tranſactions, than 
have yet come to our Knowledge; and how can any 
Body pretend to determine what Meaſures are molt 
proper to be taken, till the whole State of Affairs is 
fully explain'd ? | 

The miniſterial Writers will cavil, perhaps, at this 
Conduct of the Country Party, and repreſent it as 
the Effect of a Reſolution not to give the Govern- 
ment any Aſſiſtance, in Time of Danger, unleſs the 


Management of Affairs is put into their own Hands; 


but ſurely nothing can be more ridiculous than ſuch 
an Imputation in our preſent Circumſtances, Men 
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muſt be quite drunk, and even mad with the Luſt 

of Power, to covet it on ſuch Terms; and therefore, 
if any of Them ſhould be induced to undertake the 
publick Service, it ought to be imputed to their 
Zeal for his Majeſty's Honour, and a generous De- 

ſign of reſcuing their Country out of its preſent Difft- 
culties. But I have done; and ſhould not have 
made even theſe ſhort Remarks, had I not acciden- 
tally met with a * Pamphlet juſt publiſhed ; in which 


the Author diſcovers all the Marks of Timidity, un- 


der the Diſguiſe of bluſtering Language, and exhi- 
bits to us the ridiculous Image of natural Inſolence 
ſtruggling with Conſciouſneſs of Guilt. 

What I propoſed, was, to ſtate our Cafe as I found 
it, with Regard to foreign Affairs; and to point out 
the ſeveral Gradations by which We have been 
drawn into it. How We are to be extricated ont 
of it, is beyond my Province, and muſt be referr'd 
to the Wiſdom of Parliament. 


l deſigned, indeed, to have added a State of our 


domeſtick Affairs, which have kept an equal Pace 
with Thoſe abroad, as I am ready to prove by Ac- 
counts now lying before me; but theſe Sheets being 
already ſwell'd to a much larger Compaſs than I pro- 
poſed at firſt, the ſecond Part muſt be reſerv'd for 
another Opportunity. | 5 

However, there is one Point which requires im- 


mediate Conſideration, under our preſent unhappy . 


Circumſtances, and therefore muſt not be intirely, 
paſs'd over in Silence; I mean the Navy Dezsr, 


which is now calculated at near Two MirLrions, 


and hath been chiefly contracted ſince the Lear 


17272. 
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Conſent of Parliament. 
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keep up à larger Body of Land Furces, and at the 
ſame Time perſwade unwary People that the current 
Expences of the Tear are kept within due Bounds ; 
whereas, in Truth, We are every Year running in 


Debt upon that Account; for the Service of the 


Navy being juſtly more popular than that of the Army, 
it is natural for Miniſters, who have private Reaſons 
for not railing the whole Supplies within the Year, 
to cloak all Deficiences under the molt favorite Head, 


But this Practice is of very miſchievous Conſequence 


to the Publick, and hath often been complain'd of 
as ſuch in Parliament, as well as from the Throne, 
though hitherto without Redreſs. 


At the latter End of Queen Anne's Reign, the 


Parliament repreſented to her Majeſty, that in- 


© creaſing the annual Expences beyond the Supplies 
* granted is an illegal Practice; a dangerous Inva- 


«fon of the Rights of Parliament; and an Attempt, 
< which differs very little from Jevyins Money without 
I chooſe to quote 
theſe Paſſages from the Repreſentation at that Time, 


becauſe they ſeem to have had ſo much Weight 


with a certain honourable Gentleman, that I find them 


_ tranſcribed into his own Obſervations on the Navy 


Debt, in the Year 1711, 5 
At the opening of the Parliament in O&. 1721. 
{ſoon after this Gentleman came into Power) the 


late King obſerved to Them, that They could not 


but be ſenſible of the ill Conſequences which a- 


'© riſe from ſuch a large Debt unprovided for; that 


© as long as the Navy and victualling Bills are at a 


© very high Diſcount, they do not only affect all other 


c publick 


EBC 
This Debt ariſes by the modern Practice of exz |. 
ceeding the annual Sum granted and appropriated by 
Parliament for the Service of the Navy, in order to 
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© publick Credit, but increaſe the Charge and Expence 


s of the current Service. He farther obſerves, 


© that this Debt, of all others, is the moſt heavy and 
© burdenſom. | | 


be preſent great Debt of the Navy is therefore 


a Subject which ſeems to require immediate Con- 


ſideration; and it is hoped that an effectual Stop 


will be put to ſuch Practices for the future. 

Neither would it be altogether improper to make 
ſome Enquiries into the preſent State of our Shipping, 
the Condition of our Stores, and the Reaſons of that 
deplorable Deſertion of our Seamen, which, if not 


ſpcedily prevented, will render even our Fleet it ſelf 


. * 


All Theſe are pbints which certainly deſerve the 


Attention of a Britiſh Parliament; eſpecially at a 


Time when Europe is threaten'd with a general 


War, and our Navy at leaſt ought to be put under 


the beſt Regulations. 
Before I conclude, let me j 


Free State; and That is, the Method of granting 
Money without Limitation, Appropriation, or even 


ſo much as ſpecifying the Services to be perform d. 


This is commonly, and indeed not improperly, cal- 


led a Vote of Credit; ſince it repoſes an abſolute 
Confidence in the King and his Miniſters to act at 


Diſcretion, and make what Demands They pleaſe 
upon the People. I ſay, therefore, that is a moſt dan- 
gerous Power, and may be made uſe of ro deſtroy the 


very Being of Parliaments, by depoſiting the Purſe 


of the Nation in the Hands of the Crown, without 


any Reſtriction or Account; for though Miniſters \_ 
are always ready to promife Accounts, when They 
are pleading for ſuch 1 Grants, yet they 


are 


juſt mention another 
Pradtice of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to 2 
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are conſtantly deny'd, when called for, as the Jour- 


zals of Parliament abundantly teſtify ; and This is 
one good Reaſon for ſuſpeRing the Uſe of them. 
On the other Hand, all the Arguments advancd 


in Favour of theſe Grants, ſuch as ſudden Exigences, 
wnforeſeen Accidents, and ſecret Service, are meer Fal- 


lacies, to ſay no worſe of them, and may be urged 


with the ſame Force at all Times, and by every Mi- 
wiſter, without any Diſcrimination, 

As to the perſonal Character of the Prince, it 
hath nothing to do in this Caſe, nor ought it to be 
introduc'd upon ſuch an Occaſion ; for every Body 
knows that Conceſſions to a good King are always 
made Precedents for the fame Complaiſance to a 
bad one; and indeed, who wilt preſume to make 
the Diſtin&ion ? Beſides, the Character of the beſ# 


Prince, that ever wore a Crown, ought not to be 


put in Competition with the Privilege of Parlia- 
ment, and the Liberties of a whole People. 


Bur if Votes of Credit are dangerous at all Times, 


They are peculiarly ſo juſt before a GENERAL Exxc- 


TION, when they may be employ'd to corrupt the 
People wich their own. Money, and deſtroy the 
Freedom of that Houſe from whence They receive 


their Force. 
Whoever reads the Memoirs of Philip de Com- 

mines, will ſee that the Subjects of Charles Duke of 

Burgundy loſt their Liberties by a Power of the ſame 


Nature, which that Prinee artfully gain'd, under 
Pretence of keeping Himſelf always prepared a- 


gainſt any ſudden Surprizes from his Neighbour 
the King of Fance. And one great Blow was gi- 


ven to the Liberties of France itſelf, by the like Con- 


ee{ious to Lewis the Eleventh, 
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But the moſt remarkable Inſtance of the bad 


Conſequences of ſuch extraordinary Grants is record= 


ed by Dr. Geddes, who tells us, that f Henry II. 


| King of Caſtile, being reſolved on a War with the 


Mooriſh King of Granada, in the Year 1406. de- 
manded a large Supply of the Cortes for carrying: it 
on; but the Cortes judging the Sum too great for 


the Pcople to pay, abſolutely refuſed to grant more - 


than one Third of what the King demanded ; and 
when no Importunities could prevail upon 'Them to 
alter. their Reſolution, The King gave his Aſſent 
to the Bill which They had paſs'd for that Pur- 


poſe; * but, at the ſame Time, defired that in Caſe the 
Sum, which they had given, ſhould be found not 
to be ſufficient, They would impower Him, with- 


* out aſſembling the Cortes, which would require Time, 
© to raiſe Money upon the Subject, to ſupply that Defi- 


* © ciency. 


Dr. Geddes obſerves, that although the giving 
* the King ſuch a Power, was fiercely oppoſed by 2 
© great many Procurators, as a Thing that ſtruck at 
the very Root of the Authority of a Cortes, it 
* was carried by a Majority; and though it was 
granted only for a Tear, yet that was enough to 
© create ſuch a Precedent, as would encourage their 
future Kings to deſire to have the ſame Power, and 
to take it very ill if it were denied Them; and 
by ſuch wax or coxkupr Coxckssioxs as Theſe, 
* ir was, that the Spaniſh Cortes's came to loſe all 


| 7? their Authority. . 


—— * Wr 


1 Geddes Trafs, Vol. 1. p. 331. 


FINIS 


ee 
- 
8 - 


/ * 
m_ — + — 2 — A ak a — 


— —— + = @beliget 
— 8 —— IS 


— ——— e . F 
* 2. 9 F : 2 3 ä — 2 — . = - - ES — - — 


